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“And cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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What Is the 


GUSPEL? 


By D. L. Meody, who died 1899 


’ I shall take for my text the one word “Gospel.” There 
is not a word in the English language that is so little under- 
stood as this very word. We have heard it from our earliest 
childhood up. There is not a day with many of us but that we 
hear the word “Gospel.’”’ Many a man is a partaker of the 


Gospel a long time before he really knows the meaning of 
the word. 


It means “good tidings.” It | 
would do us good sometimes to| into this audience and hand it to 
get a dictionary and hunt up the | anyone here, if it brings good news 
meaning of some of the words we you can see it immediately in the 
use so often, some of these Bi-| man’s face; his face lights up when 
ble words. It would change our;|he opens the dispatch. You can 
ideas. see he really believes it. And if 

This would be a very joyful it is really good news, if it brings 
meeting tonight if everyone really | im the tidings of a long-lost boy 
believed that the Gospel is good|Coming home, if his wife is sit- 
news. Let a boy bring a dispatch| ting next to him, he passes the 
dispatch to her; he wants her to 
have knowledge of it too. He does 
not wait for her to ask for it; 
he does not wait till they get 
home. So when I preach, if I am 
near enough to look into the eyes 
of those who really believe the 
Gospel, I see their faces light up 
and they look interested; but those 
who do not believe it put on a 
long face, and look as if I 
had brought them a death-war- 
rant, or invited them to a fun- 
eral. 


Good Tidings 

The Gospel is good tidings of 
great joy. No better news ever 
came out of Heaven than the Gos- 
pel. No better news ever fell upon 
the ears of the family of man than 
the Gospel. Hark; hear those shep- 
herds talking to one another af- 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Dean of Education, Moody Bible Institute 
Chicago, Illinois 


Final of six scholarly, heart-warming articles, as given on several 
radio stations. 


VI. Fulfilled Prophecy Proves the Bible True 


No one has ever successfully 
attacked the Bible on the basis Isa. 46:9-11. 


RAISING THE DEAD 


The Death and Raising of Lazarus Was Planned of God, Was Brought About and 


‘ Recorded as a Tremendous Lesson for Us in Soul Winning 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


Some events recorded in the Bible were prearranged by a 
the plan of God as an object lesson for Christians who should | John only do we have that great 
read about them in the Bible. This is made clear in I Cor-| group of Scriptures that express- 
inthians 10:11. Speaking of the events which happened to| ly tell how to be saved by faith 
Israel in the forty years of wilderness wanderings between | Sara ST a aoe oad hh 

: 39, 16, John 3:18, John 3:36, John 
Egypt and Canaan, the Lord says, : |5:24, John 6:40, John 6:47 all tell 
“Now all these things happen-) ~ |so plainly that one may trust in 
ed unto them for ensamples: and | ing of Christ as the Water of Life,'Christ and have everlasting life, 
they are written for our admoni-| the Bread from Heaven, the Good’ be born again, become a child of 
tion, upon whom the ends of the| Shepherd who lays down His life ,God. John is the Gospel of the 


world are come.” The events | for the sheep. And particularly in nti 
“happened unto them for ensam- »- pS y (Continued on page 8) 


ples.”” The events then recorded in 
the Bible “are written for our ad- 
monition.” So, we believe, was 
the death and raising of Lazarus 
from the dead. 

Were the sickness, death, and 
raising of Lazarus prearranged by 
the plan of God? Evidently they 
were, because when Jesus received 


glory of God, that the Son of God 


the word that Lazarus was sick, 
He immediately said, “This sick- 
ness is not unto death, but for the 


might be glorified thereby” (John 
11:4). And we are told that Je- 
sus loved Martha and her sister 
and Lazarus and that strangely 
“when he had heard therefore 
that he was sick, he abode two 
days still in the same place where 
he was” (John 11:6). Jesus de- 
liberately stayed away that Laza- 
rus might die without His help! 
He knew ahead of time that the 
matter was arranged to the glory 
of God and of the Lord Jesus. 
We know that John’s Gospel 
especially pictures Jesus as the 
Son of God, God the Son. But the 
signs that are written in the Gos- 
pel of John are written to prove 
the deity of Christ only second- 
arily. That proof is a means to an 
end. For John says, “‘But these are 
written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 


’ 


God; AND THAT BELIEVING 
YE MIGHT HAVE LIFE 
THROUGH HIS NAME” (John 


20:31). To prove the deity of 
Christ was only a means to an 
end, and the end was getting peo- 
ple saved! John’s Gospel is a Gos- 
pel of salvation by faith. 

So in the Gospel of John we 
have the conversation with Nico- 
demus on the new birth, the teach- 


Jesus said, “Lazarus, come forth.” 


Strangely enough, in the same 


o 
a. another letter, In response 
| to our questions as to what he 
would like in THE SWORD OF THE 
By the Editor Lorp, said, “Sermons by Tillich, 


'by Niebuhr, and Sockman.” These 


of its fulfilled prophecies. The 
Christian who is familiar with the 
subject has at his disposal an ar- 
ray of evidence which no opponent 
of our most holy faith can gainsay, 


The Lord Jesus said, “I have 
told you before it come to pass, 
that, when it is come to pass, ye 
might believe’ (John 14:29). 

Scripture announces the desti- 


Of course THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp has made enemies, as it 
ought to have. Jesus said, “Bles- 
sed are ye, when men shall hate 


besiege deniers of the his- 
toric Christian faith he wanted 
enemies. So it was with Finney, | Tepresented in THE SWORD OF THE 
Moody, Torrey, Billy Sunday, Bob Lorp. Because they were not, and 


Jones. So it was with Luther, with 


and which carries great convicting | nies of cities and nations, of the 


power. One frequently meets be- 
lievers who owe their first serious 
interest in the things of Christ to 
the fact that Bible prophecy was 
brought to their attention. 

The Word of God repeatedly ap- 
peals to its own prophecies as 
evidence of divine revelation. To 
quote Deuteronomy 18:22: 


“When a prophet speaketh in 


the name of the Lord, if the thing | 
follow not, nor come to pass, that | 


is the thing which the Lord hath 
not spoken.” 
Again: 

-“T am God, and there is none 
like- me, Declaring the end from 
the beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that are not yet 
done I have spoken it, I 


entire world, of the human race, 
of angels, of Israel, of the church. 
Observe how some of the prophe- 
cies about cities suggest the riches 
of this theme, and demonstrate its 
value in establishing the superna- 
tural character of the Bible. 

Some of the more familiar pro- 
phecies about cities, well known 
among Bible students, speak of 
Tyre and Sidon, neighboring ci- 
ties along the edge of the Medi- 
terranean Sea in Phoenicia. 

Tyre was a wealthy center of 
commerce, but because of its sin, 
God announced its -destruction 
through the Prophet Ezekiel. Pre- 
dictions in Ezekiel 26 about Tyre 
contain the most improbable de- 
tails. Many nations would attack 


will also bring it to pass; I have the city! its wall would be broken 


purposed it, I will also do it.”— 


(Continued on page 6) 


you, and when they shall separ- 
ate you from their company, and 
shall reproach, and cast out your 
name as evil, for the Son of 
man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that 
day, and leap for joy: for be- 
hold, your reward is great in 
heaven: for in the like manner 
did their fathers unto the pro- 
phets” (Luke 6:22, 23). Paul writes 
by divine inspiration that “all 
that will live godly in Christ: Je- 
sus shall suffer persecution” (II 
Tim. 3:12). Jesus told His dis- 
ciples, “If the world hate you, 
ye know that it hated me before 
it hated you” (John 15:18). Most 
of the twelve apostles died, tradi- 
tion says, a martyr’s death. Ste- 
phen was stoned to death. Paul was 
beaten and left for dead, was 
imprisoned and at last beheaded. 
All the great evangelists who 
preached against sin have had 


Wesley. So THE SWORD OF THE 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD would not 
publish such modernism and neo- 


orthodoxy, he refused to renew 


Yes his subscription. 
esterday some letters came 
from modernist preachers. One| Another man wrote with a good 
said, “Your theology is outmoded.|™any curse words because some- 
Please discontinue the paper.” He| one had sent him the little book- 
thinks that the inspiration of the, let, “What Must I Do to Be Sav- 
Bible, the deity of Christ, salva-|€¢?” With profane language he 
tion by the blood, are outmoded insisted he was not a poor, lost 
doctrines, out of date. He is a|Simner, that this preaching was 
modernist. I am not surprised,| Just a racket to get his money. 
of course, that he does not wish! I had never heard of the man, and 
Tre SworD OF THE LORD. I did not send him the booklet, 
Another preacher wrote and I but he hates THE SWORD OF THE 


read his letter only yesterday: PAD BAG. ARS 3 stands for. 
“T would like to see sermons in Yes, we have enemies. We ex- 
THe Sworp by- Harry Emerson|Pect to have them. We know we 
Fosdick, Ralph Sockman, and Nor- would be sinning against God and 
man Vincent Peale.” He discon-| failing God if we did not have 
tinued THE SworpD OF THE LorpD be- | enemies. We want to love all men 
cause it did not have sermons by|@nd offer help to all men. We 
modernists like Harry Emerson| 40, not deliberately displease men 
Fosdick and Sockman. (Continued on page 12) 


LorD has enemies. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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CHAPTER Xll 


Ducks 


IT cleaned out the ancient gun, oy he EOIN eas ama + ces 
“args Hor oa sn en felt @ | filling their rourds. They looked 
OoOdD-DILLIeL roose WOU! ro Wwe ‘ > o ‘ . : ‘ 
for Per el dinner. I Snctated| tia aaa 
four cartridges, and thought to “We hope so,” I replied. 
myself: “A cup of tea, and then| ‘There was a splendid place on 


some duck!” 

I called Roger, and picked up a 
three-months-old Australian news- 
paper. I looked up from the ad- 
vertisements (the only thing I 
hadn’t read at least twice), and 
nearly dropped the paper in my 
amazement. There was the cook 
boy dressed only in one of my 
wife’s aprons. 

“Whatever 
that?” I said. 

“Its Saturday, Bwana. I’m 
washing my clothes. I have only 
one shirt, and one pair of shorts. 
So I borrowed Bibi’s apron. I’m 
saving every shilling to buy the 
cows for my dowry. Did I tell 
you my relatives at Nghali have 
acreed to give me three cows 
that makes sixteen. Only four to 
get now.” 

I could see his broad back—all 
of it—in the mirror and laughed 
to myself. 

“That’s splendid, Roger. Make 
some tea, and we'll celebrate, and 
then, shall we go duck-shooting? 
I have borrowed Bwana Shamba’s 
(The Government § Agricultural 
Officer’s) gun, and I thought we 
would try to get a duck for to- 
morrow’s dinner.” 

“Yah!” said Roger. “T’ll go!” 

It was a three-mile walk to the 


are you doing in 


shallow lake. Roger had borrow- 
‘ed the cook’s third-best shorts, 
and the _ schoolteacher’s’ green 


football guernsey. 

We walked through the native 
village followed by an admiring 
group of small boys, then across a 
wide sandy river bed, and through 
a mango garden. In front of us 
between two cone-shaped hills that 
rose sharply out of the plains was 
a shallow reed-fringed lake. We 
passed the ruins of an old Arab 
house, and turned down a narrow 
path between great leafless bao- 
babs. We walked round the edge of 
the shallow lake past water holes 
where humped-back cattle were 
drinking, and Gogo women were 


the very edge of the lake, in tall 
reeds. We crouched there and 
waited for the ducks to come back 
after their raiding excursions on 
the peanut gardens. The sun was 
setting in the blaze of color that 
is characteristic of these dusty 
Ugogo plains. We stood watching 
the teeming bird life of the lake. 
Overhead flew a long irregular 
line of white egret, the sun glint- 
ing on them and making them 
look like silver as they flew over 
the baobabs and out of sight. Half 
a dozen coot swam into a little 
bay in the reeds, and seeing us, 
departed faster «than they had 
come! Seven great, ungainly gold- 
en-crested crane flapped _ their 
great wings as they settled in the 
treetops. Roger grabbed my arm. 

“Here they come, Bwana.” 

We crouched out of sight. Over- 
head, in correct formation, came 
a long-angled gaggle of geese. I 
fired both barrels. Roger leaped 
to his feet with a yell, and plunged 
through the mud after one of the 
birds. There was a definite satis- 
faction in seeing your Sunday’s 
dinner fall like a stone a few yards 
away. The air seemed full of birds. 
The report of the gun created a 
great commotion. AlJjl sorts and 
sizes of waterfow! flew screaming 
to the far end of the lake. A very 
muddy, but cheerful Roger return- 
ed in a moment or two grasping 
a knob-billed goose by the neck. 


“Two in two shots, Bwana. It’s 
the first time you’ve ever done 
that!” 

“Well, Roger, I couldn’t do it 
again. Would you like to have a 
shot?” 

“Yah,” he said. “Would I?” 

We could hear another gaggle 
honking in the distance. Roger 


crouched, balancing on one foot, 
the gun pointing skywards. I push- 
ed over the safety catch and said: 
“Aim about a yard in front of 
the one you want to hit.” 
toger rolled his eyes with ex- 
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LOYALTY! 


ONE OF THE GREATEST CHRISTIAN VIRTUES: 


LoyALty TO CHRIST, 


LoyALty TO CONVICTIONS, LOYALTY TO FRIENDS 


We are depending on the Chris- 
tian loyalty of Bible-believing 
readers of ‘THE SworpD OF THE 
Lorp to send in the 40,000 sub- 
scriptions, new and renewal, which 
we trust will be in the mail by 
midnight, December 11. 


Will you vote for us to stop pub- 
lishing THE SwORD OF THE LORD, by 
neglecting to renew your subscrip- 
tion? Will you by careless indiffer- 
ence, by neglect of duty, fail to 
spread the revival message in THE 
SWORD OF THE LorRD, America’s 
foremost revival weekly? Will you 
let new converts, ministerial stu- 
dents, shut-in friends, your own 
relatives, your pastor, go without 
the blessing of THE SWORD OF THE 
LorD because of your own lack of 
loyalty to the revival and soul- 
winning work so dear to the Lord 
Jesus? We believe that Christians 
who carelesssly let the opportun- 
ity go by and do not send in sub- 
scriptions during this specially 
generous subscription offer will 
fail the Lord and fail in Chris- 
tian friendship, fail in loyalty to 
their own convictions. 


If you do not believe the Bible, 
then we cannot count on your 
loyalty to THE SworD OF THE LORD. 
If you are not burdened about 
soul winning and revivals, then 
we cannot count on your loyalty. 
If you are primarily concerned 
about your own set, your own 
denomination, your own religious 
pride, then, of course, we can- 
not count on your loyalty to Christ 
in the revival cause and to the 
soul-winning emphasis of this in- 
terdenominational Christian paper. 
But if you believe the statement 
of faith on our front page, and 
if you are concerned about soul 
winning, surely you will feel loy- 
ally bound to promote this good 
work and help to spread the soul 
winning, the revival, the defense 


are 


should be loyal to them. 


'and renewing for others? 


of the faith, the building up of 
Christians, through THE Sworp. 

I think that many Christians 
who fail to vote when serious 
moral questions arise in govern- 
ment are thus disloyal to their 
own country and to duty and con- 
victions. I think every Christian 
should have voted in the recent 
presidential election, and now I 
think every Christian should vote 
about whether we shall keep THE 
SworD OF THE LorD going, wheth- 
er we should keep on stirring up 
revival fires, answering’ Bible 
questions, winning souls, and 
teaching others to win souls. Peo- 
ple should vote on whether or 
not they believe the Bible and 
for the defense of the faith. 
People who have such convictions 
Will you 
your loyalty by sending in 
renewal subscription today, 
What an 
opportunity it is! You may send 
three yearly subscriptions for $5, 
and for each three subscriptions 
you pay for, we will send, ab- 
solutely free, a copy of The In- 
clusive Bible Dictionary-Concor- 
dance, 270 pages, 117 illustrations, 
15 colored maps, and many other 


show 
your 


‘important features. It is bound in 
black limp leatherette stamped in 


sold to match your Bible, This 
dictionary-concordance will prove 
invaluable in your study and use 
of the Bible. And it is free with 
each three yearly subscriptions for 
$5 (add 50c per year for sub- 
scriptions to Canada and foreign 
countries). 

Be sure to give names and ad- 
dresses carefully. Mark renewal 
subscriptions “renewal.” Say where 
to send the beautiful and useful 
dictionary-concordance. Address 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
214 West Wesley, Wheaton, ILili- 
nois. 


Not eworthy ( 


THREE HONORARY DEGREES 

George Beverly Shea, interna- 
tionally known baritone singer of 
gospel songs and a member 
the Billy Graham’ Evangelistic 
Team, was one of three men to re- 
ceive an honorary degree from 
Houghton College at its annual 
Founders’ Day Convocation, Fri- 
day, October 12. 

Also honored with doctorate de- 
grees were Rev. George Wilson, 
business manager of the Billy Gra- 
ham Evangelistic Association, and 


and said: “Yah!” 

The birds came within range. 
Roger leaned farther back, and 
pulled the trigger. The gun roar- 
ed. The birds flew on _ safely! 
Then I looked down to see Roger 
on his back. The kick of the gun 
had overbalanced him, and there 
he lay, in the mud, weak with 
laughter, the gun on top of him! 

“Truly,” he said, “we should live 
on chicken all our days if I had 
to work that nhuti that kicks like 
an angry donkey.” 


citement, 


(Reprinted by permission of the author 
from the book, JUNGLE DOCTOR, pub- 
lished in the U. S. by Wm, B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co. Price, $1.50, plus 15c¢ pest- 
age and handling. Order from Sword of 
the Lord, 214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton, 
Illinois, ) 


‘Rev. H. Park Tucker, 


of | 


‘Shea composed the music, 
‘come a symbol of his life 
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chaplain of 
the U.S. Penitentiary, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

In his citation of Beverly Shea, 
Dean of the college, Dr. Arthur 
Lynip, 
father which Mr. 
has be- 

a life 
given to the spreading of the Gos- 


Have Jesus” for 


pel by song. R.C.A,. Victor has pro- 
‘duced 87 recordings of these songs 


'—7 albums. 


| 


' Christ. 


Mr. 
down 
United 

of 

A one 


Shea has traveled 
Europe and criss- 
States with the 
salvation through 
time student of 
Houghton, he received the Doctor 
of Fine Arts degree from the 
college, Both his brothers, Dr. J. 
Whitney Shea, temporarily teach- 
ing at Alfred University, and Rev. 
Alton Shea, pastor of the Wells- 
ville Wesleyan Methodist Church, 
were present at the service, 
Convocation speaker, Rev. 
George Wilson, received the Doctor 


up and 
crossed 
message 


of Letters degree. Dean Lynip 
commented on his “behind the 
scenes” activity with the Billy 


Graham Assoc.: “Here is a man 
who has set aside personal interest 
to devote his energies to making 
the mission of Billy Graham a- 


Galilean Baptist 
Church Has 
New Pastor 
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We are glad to hear 
Robert Keyes has accepted the 
pastorate at Galilean Baptist 
Church in Dallas, Texas. The 
church was born in 1932 in a large 
open-air revival campaign conduct- 
ed by Editor John R. Rice of THE 
SwWorRD OF THE LORD, and he re- 
mained their pastor until January, 
1940. The church has a nice plant, 
an auditorium seating about 900, 
one block from Adamson High 
School in Oak Cliff. 

Brother Keyes is 29, a native of 
Dallas, attended Southern Metho- 
dist University, Arlington State 
College, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He comes 
to Galilean Baptist Church from 
Miller Road Baptist Church at 
Garland, Texas, where he has been 
assistant pastor to Rev. Jack 
Hyles in: that remarkable soul- 
winning center. He is a fervent, 
spiritual, gospel preacher, a proven 
soul winner. We rejoice that God 
leads him to this important place, 


that Rev, 


stated that the song “I’d| 


Do You Have Back 
Issues of THE SWORD? 


If you have at hand back is- 
sues of THE SworD OF THE LORD 
which you would like to give to 
others, write W. Archie Caine, 
Goodrich Road, R. F. D. 1, Elms 
wood, Connecticut, for the addres- 
ses of ministers or missionaries 
who want such material. Do not 
send the Sworps to Mr. Caine, 
but write him what you have, and 
ask him where to send them, 
please, 


vailable to the maximum number 
of listeners and readers.’”’ Mr. Wil- 
son is one of the founders of Youth 
for Christ, Int. and is on the Board 
of Directors for that organization, 
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Please mention THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD when answer- 
ing advertisements. 


i 


NEW PUZZLE SERIES 
To Start Soon! 


Yes, the first of a new series of 
crossword puzzles will appear soon 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD. Be 
sure to watch for it! 

From youf letters, we know the 
puzzles have been fun as well ag 
helpful, and we know you'll enjoy 
the new series. The pamphlets 
have also been a wonderful bless- 
ing. More than 15,000 of these 
pamphlets were sent out to the 
winners—-we praise God for the 
good response. We'll look forward 
to hearing from all of you when 
the new series starts. 

Here’s the answer to puzzld 
number 50. We hope you had the 
correct answer, 
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Kvangelist Kenneth Chapman 


An Experienced Evangelist Whose Hard Work, Bible Preaching, 


and 


Keen Understanding Has 


Won Souls and 


Strengthened Churches for Many Years 


By Evangelist Bill Rice, Director 
Sword Staff of Evangelists 


I probably kfow Evangelist Ken Chapman better than 
any other man, with the exception of my brother, Joe Rice, 
on the Sword Staff of Evangelists. And through the years, 
my respect and admiration for this man have steadily in- 
creased. He is absolutely on the level. 


Ken and I first met when we: 


were students in Moody Bible In- 
stitute. In the largest class Moody 
had graduated up to that time, 
Ken was one of the two best 
preachers. I did not really get to 
know him very well but, like all 
his classmates, I admired his 
preaching ability. 

Several years after our gradu- 
ation he was pastor of a church in 
Kentucky and invited me for a 
revival campaign. The campaign 
was a flop for several reasons, 
one of which was that I said some 
very foolish things at the begin- 
ming of the meeting that caused 
some of the people to dislike me 
from the first, But Ken and I got 
to know each other better. 


Another couple of years passed, 
and Ken wrote to ask about the 
possibility of his joining the newly- 
organized Staff of Evangelists. In 
those days, the men on the staff 
spent most of their time showing 
the sermon films of Dr. John Rice 
and myself. 

We were glad to have Ken join 
us. 

It was not long until some of 
the men on this staff almost star- 
ved and dropped out, though those 
that stayed were soon receiving 
invitations for regular revival cam- 
paigns. Ken was one of those who 
stayed. 

Over the years I have never had 
a single pastor write me to say 
he was dissatisfied with Evangelist 
Chapman's ministry in his church. 
And there are a number of small 
churches that are flourishing to- 
day that probably would have dis- 
selved their membership had it 
not been for the ministry of this 
evangelist. He is a strong Bible 
preacher. (He was among the top 
winners in two world-wide SWORD 
Sermon Contests.) He is also a 
hard worker who visits tirelessly 
during his revival campaigns. More 
than that, he is absolutely loyal. 
He is loyal to pastors and he is 
loyal to churches where he serves. 
And, incidently, he has been loyal 
to the Sword of the Lord. 


A Cowboy, Too! 
The Chapmans make their home 
on the Bill Rice Ranch, Murfrees- 
boro, Tennessee, In fact, Ken is 


Watch Your 
LABEL! 


If it says 11-56 by your 


name, your subscription 
is expiring. 


Renew Now! 


Evangelist Ken Chapman 


foreman of the ranch. Between re- 
vival campaigns, he breaks horses. 
brands cattle, plows the fields, 
bales the hay. During the summer 
months he helps with Cumber- 
wood’s conferences that are con- 
ducted on the Ranch. He helps 
with the crippled children, the deaf 
young people, speaks during the 
young people’s and working con- 
ferences, 

He isan earnest worker whether 
in the saddle or in the pulpit! 

Evangelist Chapman has time 
for a few more revival meetings. 
If you believe it would please the 
Lord to have Evangelist Ken in 
your church,.you may write direct- 
ly to him in care of the Bill Rice 
Ranch, Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 
or you may write to me, Evangelist 
Bill Rice, 214 West Wesley, Whea- 
ton, Illinois. Like the other men 
on the Sword Staff of Evangelists, 
he sets no price on his services. 
We ask that you pay his traveling 
expenses from the point of last 
engagement, provide board and 
room during the campaign, and 
give him a love offering the last 
three nights. 


Ken has a good many return en- 
gagements. Again and again pas- 
tors want him back after he has 
been there one time. This both 
pleases and dismays Ken. Recently 
he was telling me that a church 
in Washington, D.C., wanted him 
back for the third time. Ken took 
off his hat, rubbed his hand through 
his hair, looked down at his boots 
and said, “Man alive, I wish these 
fellers would give me time to 
go to some new churches once in 
awhile!” .So, if you have never 
had Ken Chapman in your church, 
this may be your opportunity. 


I wish we could share our won- 
derful letters from our Bob Jones 
University boys and girls who are 
around the world with all our 
friends, but this is impossible. We, 
however, have one former student 
who is a missionary to Liberia, 
West Africa, who sends through 
his mission board $10 a month to 
help Bob Jones University carry 
on the work of God. 

I quote from a paragraph of a 
letter just received: “I attended 
two other schools before coming 
to Bob Jones University ... all 
I know about Jesus and loving 
lost souls God instilled in my heart 
while at Bob Jones University. I 
will be forever grateful for what 
I learned about witnessing to the 


lost, taking a stand for Jesus 
Christ, and ‘doing right even if 
the stars fall.’” Getting a letter 
like this beats clipping coupons 
from million-dollar bonds. 


If you Bible-believing, orthodox, 
born-again Christians could really 
know what God is doing through 
Bob Jones University, I would not 
even have to suggest that you in- 
vest some money in God’s work 
here. Please keep praying for us; 
and if the Lord leads you, invest 
some of the money He has given 
you in the work here. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, 8S. C, 


(Advertisement) 


Lr 


nswered 


Are Pictures of Christ per- 
missible? 


Is it contrary to the second of 
the Ten Commandments to have a 
picture of Christ in a church? Is 
it wrong to have a stained glass 
window with a portrayal of Christ, 
the Good Shepherd, as many 
churches have? Is it wrong to have 
a picture of Jesus above the bap- 
tistry, as many other churches 
have? Is it wrong to have Sall- 
man’s head of Christ hanging in 


|} the home? The beautiful picture 


of Christ in Gethsemane, by Hoff- 
man—is its use on calendars or 
on framed pictures permissible? 
The use of flannelgraph pictures 
of Christ and Bible characters to 
teach children in child evangelism 
classes and in Sunday School clas- 
ses—is that a form of idolatry or 
not? 

These and similar questions come 
to mind. 


A thoroughly fundamental, e- 
vangelistic church had offered to 
it a large oil painting of Christ, 
copied from a famous artist, for 
use in the church building, to 
decorate the baptistry. Someone 
objected that the picture would be 
a violation of the second of the 
Ten Commandments, The pastor 
and the church board wrote for 
the opinion of this editor, and we 
are giad to print a copy of the 
letter below: 


“Dear Brotmer, «cececs? 


“Forgive me for my delay in an- 


swering your question, 

“TIT have very clear convictions 
about the matter you mentioned, 
that is, the use of pictures por- 
traying the Lord Jesus, I do not 
believe there is any harm in such 
pictures as used by sound Chris- 
tian people down through the agés. 


“It is manifest that the second 
commandment refers to using an 
image, statue, picture, or likeness 
for worship. The golden calf was 
such an image. Any idol is such 
an image, The use of an idol for 
worship is clearly wrong, and con- 
trary to the second commandment, 


“It is also clear in my mind that 
the use of imagés of Christ, of 
Mary, and of the saints, before 
whom Catholics pray, in Catholic 
churches, is wrong. Remem- 
ber that Catholics actually 
pray to the saints, and that they 
pray to Mary. I do not believe that 
this is right, but on the contrary 
is clearly wrong. Most of the ob- 
jections in pictures in Christian 
life come as a result of rebellion a- 
gainst the Catholic practice and 
teaching. 

“Again,-I think it is wrong to 
use pictures of Christ or the cruci- 
fix, with candles, etc., aS a wor- 
ship center, teaching Christians to 
worship, in some relationship to 
a worship center, a picture of 
Christ, or the Bible, or a cross, 
etc. Modernistic churches’ and 
worldly, formal churches often 
have such images or likenesses, 
and use them in worship. In some 
vacation Bible schools and young 
people’s societies in otherwise or- 
thodox churches this idea of wor- 
ship centers is encouraged, I think 
it wrong and think it violates the 
spirit of the second commandment, 
We should not worship images, and 
we should not use images in wor- 
ship as such, as I understand the 
second commandment. 

“On the other hand, the Bible 
does not forbid pictures as such, 
as I understand it. I see no harm, 
but rather beauty and goodness in 
such pictures as the Sistine’ Ma- 
donna, the Last Supper, some good 
pictures of the crucifixion, Sall- 
man’s Head of Christ, Hoff- 
man’s Christ in Gethsemane, etc. 
I cannot see how the use of such 
pictures can be called idolatry and 
I do not believe that they violate 
the second commandment, I think 
such pictures are permissible in 
the home, are _ permissible in 
churches, and in schoolrooms and 
art galleries and other places so 
long as they are not used as ob- 
jects of worship. 

“Down through the centuries 


(Continued on page 12) 
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in the United States, $13 in Can- 
ada or foreign countries. 

‘You get an $18 value for only 
$10! 

Subscriptions may be either new 
or renewal. You may renew your 
own subscription three years or 
six years, if you like. You may get 
Christmas subscriptions now, if 
you like, and we will hold them 
up and start them with the Christ- 
'mas issue, and will send a card 
_just before Christmas, announcing 

_ | your gift. Aliso the extra premiums 
ss Or you may have the big book, | you may get with several sub- 
The Home: Courtship, Marriage | scriptions will be splendid gifts. 
and Children, 381 pages, 22 big! = an 
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regularly for $3 all over America, | your letter mailed and postmarked 
by sending only six one-year sub-! by midnight, that date. 


You may have, absolutely free, 
this big 270-page, limp leatherette- 


bound Bible dictionary-concord- 
ance with 117 illustrations, with 
maps, with a Bible dictionary giv- 
ing information about names 
places, weights, coins, measures, 
and things and customs of Bible 
lands, and a concordance showing 
how to find verses you want to 
find in your Bible, for three one- 
year subscriptions to THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD for $5 in the United | 
states, for $6.50 in Canada and 
foreign countries! 
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Crusade for Christ August 26 - September 16, Salem, Oregon 


a fh. > 
6 ane 


Evangelist 
M. S. Augsburger 


C) 


Evangelist Myron S. Augsburger, under the organizatio 
ed by Christian Laymen’s Tent Evangelism, Inc., an evangelical Mennonite group with head- 
quarters at Orville, Ohio, held four large campaigns this year. Above is pictured the 5,000- 
seat tent used and crowd at Salem, Oregon. There were approximately 300 public confes- 
sions of faith, Many made public acknowledgment of sin and spiritual need and there were 
many definite decisions and reconsecrations and restitutions. 
We thank God for his good work. Eugene R. Witmer, 
the field representative who sends the note and picture, says, “Brother Augsburger is an 
ardent reader and promoter of THE SWORD OF THE LORD.” 


Brother Augsburger is only 
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Dr. Torrey Johnson will be principal speaker at an annual promotional meeting at Orville, 


Ohio, soon. Let us pray for our Mennonite brethren in their fine soul-winning work through 
‘usade for Christ. 


\~'] Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


(NOTE: We are happy to publish honest reports of blessed revivals from trustworthy 
evangelists and churches. However, if you send us your report for publication, PLEASE 
give exact statistics, as far as possible, concerning conversions, rededications, additions, 


etc., or Wwe may not print it. 
chairmen of union campaigns.) 
EVANGELIST BILL BEENY, 
Box 162, St. Louis, Missouri, saw 
105 claim Christ as Saviour in a 
one-week revival meeting at the 
Bever Street Baptist Church, Jack- 
sonville, Florida. Many rededica- 
tions were made. Rev. George Hod- 
fies is pastor. 
| Sixty-two first-time decisions for 
Christ were reported in a cam- 
paign conducted by Evangelist 
Beeny at the Dayton Baptist Tem- 
ple, Dayton, Ohio. A total of 71 ad- 
— to the church was made. 
ev. Gerald Fleming is pastor. 
, 4 * * 


: More than 100 Spokane, Wash- 
{ngton, pastors co-operated in spon- 
soring a revival campaign led by 
EVANGELIST JACK SHULER, 11 
Woodland Lane, Arcadia, Califor- 
nia. John Crawford, a member of 
the famed Navigators, was 
charge of counselling and _ follow- 
up and reports 405 conversions 
during the three-week meeting. 
This was in addition to 1,006 deci- 
sions at a children’s rally, 95% 
of whom were first-time conver- 
sions. 

- Vice-President Richard M. Nix- 
on visited Spokane during the re- 
vival and asked for a conference 
with Dr. Shuler, a former college 
classmate. Washington’s Governor 
Arthur B. Langlie joined Nixon in 
praise of the crusade and of the 
work of the supporting churches. 

aK * aK 


EVANGELIST R. H. SNEED, 
Box 6915, Seminary Hill, Fort 
Worth, Texas, has just completed 
two years as a full-time evangelist. 
Brother Sneed has seen 755 con- 
versions in the 41 revivals he has 
led; 351 transfers of membership 
by letter have been made, making 
a total of 1106 additions to the 
churches. Evangelist Sneed has 
two open dates in January and 
February. 
i bd * *- 
EVANGELIST RALPH M. DAV- 

SON, Box 77, Coffeyville, Kan- 

s, recently completed a meet- 
ing at the Prairie Lee Bible 


We especially 


in | 


appreciate reports from pastors and 
|Church, Lee’s Summit, Missouri. 
| Rev. Jerry Church, pastor, says 
that “this time, as in 1955, Brother 
Davidson was used of the Lord in 
a unique way. Three souls were 
Saved, but more than that, about 


a dozen Christians came to re- 
dedicate their lives . Brother 
work is to be noted 


Davidson's 
for its lasting effect.” 
t os 


* 


* 

EVANGELIST FRED 
RITCHARDSON, JR., Nappanee, 
Indiana, led a revival campaign 
at the First Baptist Church, Attica, 
Indiana, in which six people claim- 
.ed Christ as Saviour. Rev. Herbert 
| Myhan, pastor, writes that “Broth- 
er Ritchardson preached the Gos- 
|pel every night without fear or 
| favor.” 

6 ok * 
Fifty-five conversions and 65 
| dedications were reportedin a_ re- 
|vival crusade under the leadership 
of EVANGELIST BOB OUGH- 
TON, P.O. Box 50, Belleville, Ili- 
nois at the Emery Park Baptist 
Church, Tucson, Arizona. Several 
came for baptism. Rev. Donald 
Gagnon, pastor, highly recom- 
mends Brother Oughton, and feels 
that “the Lord gave us a gracious 
visitation of His Spirit.’”’ 

1 x 


* 

Rev. Keith E. Knauss, pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Ottumwa, 
Iowa, writes that eight accepted 
Christ as Saviour in a revival cam- 
paign led by EVANGELIST WALT 
HANDFORD, 214 West Wesley, 
Wheaton, Illinois, and sends a fine 
recommendation. Brother Knauss 
says, “I believe lasting good came 
to my congregation through his 
constant stress on soul winning 
and godly living . I highly 
|recommend Walt. He is willing to 
| be put to work... Also I recom- 
'mend his song leader, Ray Tal- 
mage. I believe they make a pray- 
erful, soul-hungry' = evangelistic 
team. They make the type of e- 
vangelists one wants to invite back 
again.” 


; 


* . 
A meeting conducted by EVAN- 


Walt Handford to Be 
in Southwest 


Evangelist Walt Handford and 
his regular song leader, Ray Tal- 
mage, have just returned from a 
good revival campaign at St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Congregational 
Church, Reading, Pennsylvania. 
This effective, spiritual, evange- 


listic team will be, God willing, | 


in Arizona for a revival campaign 


and traveling expenses, who in 
the area—Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Colorado, southern Calif- 
ornia—wants this good team for 
a two-week revival sometime be- 
tween the middle of January and 
the middle of March? 


would 


president of the Sword of the Lord 
Foundation, a graduate of Whea- 
ton College, a strong Bible preach- 


er. Ray Talmage works well with 


Evangelist Handford. The Editor 
be glad to hear from 


‘churches or pastors wanting this 


HEN) team for 
or two in February. To save time 


a revival campaign in 
the Southwest in the time speci- 
fied. They are a devoted, energetic 


spiritual, scriptural team, blame- 


less in methods and doctrine with 
a proven devotion and helpful- 
ness. Please address the Editor, 


'214 West Wesley, Wheaton, IIli- 


nois, or Evangelist Walt Hand- 

Evangelist Handford is  vice-|ford, the same address. 
jppaaasseesesss 9999999999995 S999 99999559905 5555555559) 
is] | 
j God Never Undertook a Failure | 


GELIST ERNIE HABECKER, 700 
East Bowman Drive, Oklahoma 
City 10, Oklahoma, resulted in the 
salvation of 22 souls. Dr. John 
Lineberry, pastor, reports. that 
Brother Habecker is “an earnest 


evangelist, a consecrated soul win- 
ner.” 
ak . *. 


Thirty accepted Christ as Sav- 


iour in a 10-day revival meeting 
at the First Baptist Church, 
Schertz, Texas, under the direction 
of EVANGELIST JIMMY 0O’- 
QUINN, Box 711, Garland, Texas. 
Johnny Bisagno, Tulsa, was the 
song leader. Forty-five families a- 
greed to establish family altars. 
The pastor, Rev. Eugene F. Ege, 
reports that in addition “the 
church experienced a soul-search- 
ing revival of the membership.” 
* * o 


EVANGELIST CLIFF ROBIN- 
SON, 2105 Wren Road, Chat- 


God never undertook a failure. The Old Book which 
| 1S worth all other books put together, makes it plain that 
| God has undertaken to regulate this world by Gospel in- 
| fluences and if he has the power he will do what he says 

:, he will, and no one who amounts to anything will denv | 
‘| his power. God has said a hundred times “I will,” but |! 
| never once has said “I cannot.” We may with our tack | 
| hammers pound away, trying to mend and improve and | 
| straighten the condition of the world and be disappointed i 
| In the result, because our arms are too weak and the |! 
H hammers we wield too small; but the most defiant diffi- i 
‘| culty will flatten and disappear when God with a hammer |!) 
A made of summer thunderbolts strikes it, saying, “The : 
4 WUILS ' » SA) ) 
A crooked shall be made straight.” | 


. = = 4 
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tanooga 11, Tennessee, writes E- 
vangelist Bill Rice about a meet- 
ing he recently conducted with the 
College Hill Baptist Church of 
Wichita, Kansas. 

In the letter he tells of a good 
meeting with three conversions, 
eighteen rededications, eight family 
altars established, and one young 
man surrendering his life for full- 
time service, 

* * * 


EVANGELIST JOE MILLER, 
Mapel Avenue, Camp Hill, Penn- 
sylvania, has just sent $42.00 which 
we have applied to the Ministers 
and Missionary Subscription Fund. 
This good man of God is a fers 
vent Bible preacher, charming, 
stirring, powerful. We are glad 
God is using him in revivals and 
commend him heartily. Others 
might well follow his example 
and send gifts for the Ministers 
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.and Missionary Subscription Fund. 


supply lasts, we will furnish them § 
to our readers as follows: 


the books, $1.50 each plus 5% for J 
}postage and handling charges 


lof the books, $1.50 each and we 
will 
handling charges. 


the books, $1.50 each, plus an- 
other copy of your choice FREE, | 
and we will pay all postage ante 
handling charges. | 


tunity to get the entire set. Buy 
now to use as Christmas gifts 
for children. All the books are | 
uniform 
price. A 
young alike. You may make your 
selection from the following: 

) Jungle Doctor 

| Jungle Doctor on Safari 
Jungle Doctor Operates 

} Jungle Doctor Attacks 


) Jungle Doctor’s Enemies 
Jungle Doctor to the Rescue 
| Jungle Doctor and the 


Bae ae Doctor Looks for | 
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| 
Zor 
Your Children’s | 


The Complete Jungle Doctor Series! 
(One FREE With Every 10 Purchased) 


| 
| 
i 
| 
: 
| 
, 
| 
: 
| 
i 
. 


| 
) 
We have in stock each of the 


titles in the popular “Jungle Doc- | 
tor” series and as long as the? 


1. One or more copies of any of 


(minimum 15c). ) 


2. Five or more copies of any | 


pay all the postage and | 


3. Ten or more copies of any of! 


Take advantage of this oppor-| 


| 
in style, binding and [ 
lovely set for old peal 


Jungle Doctor Meets a Lion 


| 
: 
Witchcraft ) 
| 
Jungle Doctor’s Case Book | 


Whirlwind 


rouble 
Eyes on the Jungle Doctor’ | 
Jungle Doctor Goes West 


Jungle Doctor Stings a 
Scorpion 
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Page Five 


BARGAINS! 
SAVINGS! 


Yes, what a bargain! You may 
get three one-year subscriptions 
and the beautiful, valuable Bible 


dictionary-concordance, for only 
$5! 
Each yearly subscription is 


worth $2.50. The Inclusive Dic- 
tionary-Concordance sells for $1.50 
or $2. So you get $9 or $9.50 worth 
for only $5. What a bargain! 
You see, THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp is a weekly Christian maga- 
zine, 52 big issues, with Chris- 
tian reading for the whole fam- 
ily. The subscription price of $2.50 
a year is less than other com- 
parable Christian magazines. That 
is made possible. by a larger cir- 


culation, by the editor’s work 
without salary, etc. Even at the 
regular price of $2.50 a year, 


subscriptions are a genuine bar- 
gain, less than 5c a week. But 
to save $4 in value with 
purchase is a wonderful bargain! 


Why not renew your own sub- 
scription, send subscriptions to two 


other frierds, relatives, or young 
Christians who need this great 


revival weekly, and get for your- 
self this beautiful 270-page Bible 
“dictionary-concordance, with 117 
illustrations, 15 colored maps, 
bound in limp black leatherette 
stamped in gold to match your 
Bible? Remember, the Bible dic- 
tionary-concordance is yours with 
three one-year subscriptions to 
THE Sworp for only $5 in the 
United States. For Canadian and 
foreign subscriptions add 50c a 
year to provide the extra postage 
we must pay. 

This offer closes at midnight, 
December 11, the editor’s birth- 
day. Please have your subscrip- 
tion in the mail, postmarked by 
midnight, December 11. 

Address THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 


a $5) 


214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Nearly 800 
people responded 

to the invitation to 
“accept Christ as Sav- 
iour and Lord” in a 10- 
day meeting led by Evan- 


gelist Jack Shuler and his 
team at Traverse City, Michigan. 
On the night when Brother 
related the experience of his own con- 
version and call to the ministry, 


800 fat +: Christ in Shuler Sore es 


Shuler 
120 


young persons committed their lives to full-time Chris- 


tian service. 


“From the very beginning, God wrought miracles!” 


reports Rev. 


William Miedema, president of the Grand 
Traverse Ministerial Association. 


“The Catholic parish 


consented to our leasing their high school auditorium, 


the only suitable facilities in the city, 


capacity 


with a seating 


of 3,500. The crowds which started around 
a thousand swelled to capacity .. 


. The music was out- 


standing, 


rounded program which 


u * 


as we understand is always the case when 
Don DeVos is in command. 
ministries of Bob Andersen and Sam Allred, 
set the stage for 


Along with the music 
a weli- 
forceful 


preaching by Shuler was enjoyed nightly by audiences 
in which as many as fifty different towns and cities 


were often rec ognized. 


Thirty denominations co-operated in the venture for 


the Lord. 


CONTROVERSY 


Many religious persons have a 
dread of controversy, and wish 
truth to be stated without refer- 
ence to thosé who hold the oppo- 
site errors. Controversy and a bad 
spirit are, in their estimation, 
Synonymous terms, and strenuous- 
ly to oppose what is wrong is con- 
sidered as contrary to Christian 
meekness. Those who hold this 
opinion seem to overlook what 
every page of the New Testament 
lays before us. In all the history 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
never find Him out of controversy. 
From the moment He entered on 
the discharge of His office in the 
Synagogue of Nazareth, until He 
expired on the cross, it Was an un- 
interrupted scene of controversy. 
Nor did He, with all the heavenly 
meekness which in Him shone so 
brightly, treat error and truth 
without a reference to those who 
held them, or study to avoid giv- 
ing its proper appellation to those 
corruptions in doctrine or practice 
that endangered the interests of 
immortal souls. His censures were 
not confined to doctrines, but in- 
cluded the abettors of false princi- 
ples themselves. 


And as to the apostles, their 
epistles are generally  contro- 
versial. Most of th®m were directly 
written for the express purpose of 
vindicating truth and opposing er- 
ror, and the authors of heresies do 
not escape with an abstract con- 
demnation of their false doctrine. 
Paul again and again most in- 
dignantly denounces the conduct 
of opposers of the Gospel, and by 
name points out those against 
whom he cautions his brethren. 
When Hymenaeus and Alexander 
erred concerning the faith, and 
when he delivered them unto Sa- 
tan, that they might learn not to 
blaspheme, he did not compliment 
them as amiable and learned per- 
sons, Even the apostle, who treats 
most of love, and who possessed so 
much of that spirit which was 
eminently manifested in the divine 
Master, does not avoid controver- 
sy; nor in controversy does he 
study to avoid severity of censure 
on the opposers of the truth. 


In the examples of opposing 
error left on record for our imi- 
tation, we perceive nothing of that 
frigid spirit of indifference which 
smiles on the corrupters of the 
Word of God, and “shims -te -eall 


heresy by its. proper name.’ With’ 


what holy indignation do the apos- 
tles denounce the subtle machi- 
nations of the enemies of the Gos- 
pel! In vain shall we look among 
those faithful servants of the Lord 
for anything to justify that trem- 
bling reserve which fears to say 
decidedly that truth is truth, or 
that error is error. In what style, 
indeed, should perversions of the 
truth of God be censured? Ought 
they to be treated as mere matters 
of opinion on which we may in- 
nocently and safely differ? Or 
ought they to be met in a tone of 
solemn, strong, and decided disap- 
probation? Paul warned Christians 
against men who arose from them- 


selves, “speaking perverse things 
to draw away disciples after 
them,” and instead of compliment- 


ing false teachers in his day, de- 
nounced an angel from Heaven on 
the supposition of his preaching 
another. gospel. And if an apostle 
was withstood to the face when he 
was to be blamed, are the writings 
of those who subvert the Gospel 
to be passed without rebuke? 
While a spirit of lukewarmness 
and indifference to truth is ad- 
vancing under the mask of charity 
and liberality, there is a loud call 
on all Christians to “stand fast in 
one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gos- 
pel,” to present a firm and united 
phalanx of opposition to error un- 
der every name, from whatever 
quarter it may approach, and not 
to “stumble in their ways from the 
ancient paths, to walk in paths, ina 
way not cast up; to make their land 
desolate” (Jer. 18:15, 16). “Thus 
saith the Lord, Stand ye in the 
ways, and see and ask for the old 
paths, where is the good way, and 
walk therein, and ye shall find rest 
for your souls.” Should believers 
become unfaithful to their trust, 
and be seduced to abandon their 
protest against false doctrines, 
they may gain the approbation of 
the world; but what will this avail 
when compared with the favour of 
God? But if with prayer to God, 
in the use of the appointed means, 
they contend earnestly for the 
truth, then they may expect the 
gracious fulfillment of that blessed 
promise, ‘““When the enemy shall 


come in like a flood, the Spirit of: 
the Lord shall lift up a standard 


against him.” 
—HALDANE 


That young person 


you're proud of will welcome this Sco- 
field Reference Bible. French Morocco, 
leather lined. Concordance. Ultrathin 
Oxford India paper. Gold edges. 512 x 
84 x ¥%”. Red or black. $18.00 


Those old folks you love 
will thank you every day for the big, 
easy-to-read type in this compact Text 
Bible. French Morocco. U/trathin 
Oxford India paper. Gold edges. 3 
colors. 542 x 74% x 14%”, $15.00 


Mother and Dad 


deserve the best —a beautiful, large 
Scofield Bible bound in hand grained 
Morocco, leather lined. Ultrathin 
Oxford India paper. Gold edges. Choice 
of 6 colors. 542 x 8% x %”. $23.00 


The beginning student 


will be inspired to serious study with 
a de luxe edition of the Pilgrim Bible. 
Fully annotated. Morocco. Ultrathin 
Oxford India paper. Gold adges. Choice 
of 3 colors. 5% x 7% x 14%”. $16.00 


Your Minister or Teacher 


can. take this thin, handy Reference 
Bible everywhere. Natural Grain Mo- 
rocco, leather lined. Concordance, 
Ultrathin Oxford India paper. Gold 
edges. 5 colors. 5x7¥%ex'He", $14.00 


The lovely bride-to-be 


will always treasure the Bible she car- 
ries at her wedding. Washable French 
Morocco. Silver edges. Gift Boxed. 
Marriage Certificate. Ultrathin Oxford 
India paper. 354 x 548 x 5%”. $5.75 


The new Bible reader 


will find the Pilgrim Bible’s simplified 
helps a perfect introduction to Bible 
study. Cross references, complete in- 
dex, special maps. Blue cloth over 
boards. 5% x 7% x 1%”. $5.00 


That special reader 


who prefers the words of Jesus in red. 
Red Letter Concordance edition, col- 
ored illustrations, Presentation Page 
and Family Record. French Morocco, 
5x 7% x 1%". $10.00 


AMlore than 200 styles priced from 4280 4265 v9 


Oxford -Americas Gift Bible since 1675 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, November 30, 1956 


Our Wonderful Bible 


(Continued from page 1) 


down, its dust would be scraped 
up; it would become like the top 
of a rock; its stones, timber and 
dust would be laid “in the midst 
of the water’; it would become 
“a place for the spreading of 
nets.” This was to happen to the 
most noted of all Phoenician ci- 
ties. Every known fact about the 
history of the place made such 
a fate seem extremely unlikely, 
while the details sounded impos- 
sible. 

Eventually Nebuchadnezzar came 
along and broke down the walls 
of the city, and the ancient pro- 
phecies began to be fulfilled. The 
people built a new city on an is- 
land half a mile off shore. Then, 
more than 250 years after Ezek- 
iel’s prophecy, in the year 322 
B. C., many nations came against 
Tyre, under the leadership of 
Alexander the Great. Alexander 
took the stones and the timber of 
the ruined buildings on the main- 
land and used them to build a 
causeway to the island, scraping 


up the very dust to do it. The | > i.4 


old city of Tyre became, and still 
is, an unimportant place where 
fishermen live and where on a bar- 
ren flat place they still spread 
their nets today. 


Older than Tyre was Sidon, 
twenty miles to the north, and of 
less importance. The prophecy 
against it is found in Ezekiel 28:- 
21-23. Pestilence and flood and 
violence were to come to the city, 
but nothing was written about its 
destruction. The history of Sidon 
confirms the prophecy to a re- 
markable degree, for its record 
has been a bloody one. As recently 
as 1840, Sidon was bombarded by 
British, Turkish and Austrian 
warships. Contrary to all proba- 
bility, it continues today, while its 
important larger sister city is 
gone. 


Mentioned by Christ in the same 
verse with these two old cities 
were two others which stood on 
the shores of the sea of Galilee in 
His day. Our Saviour said, ‘““Woe 
unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto 
thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty 
works, which were done in you, 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long 
ago in sackcloth and ashes” (Matt. 
11:21). Another city of Galilee 
named Tiberias, referred to in 


John 6:23 and elsewhere, had no | 
such judgment pronounced against | 


it. 


year . 


The solemn im- 
portance of even 
the single word 
“woe,”” when at- 
tributed to 
Christ in the 
Scriptures, is 
seen in the sub- 
sequent history 
of these three 
places. Even the 
location of Chor- 
azin and _ Beth- 
saida was long a 
matter of dispute. The weeds of 
Palestine now grow over their sup- 
posed sites, but Tiberias contin- 
ues to be a flourishing city in our 
own time, 

In Revelation 2 and 3 are re- 
corded seven messages by Christ 
addressed to seven cities in Asia 
Minor. Edward Gibbon, a famous 
antichristian historian of the 


Dr. S. M. Coder 


| 


| 


| 


eighteenth century, in his History 
of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, commented on 
these seven cities in such a way 
as to provide the church of Jesus 
with the testimony of an 
infidel to the accuracy of the Word 
of God. 


To the city of Philadelphia in 
Asia Minor Christ said, “Because 
thou has kept the word of my pa- 
tience, I also will keep thee from 
the hour of temptation, which 
shall come upon all ¢he world, to 


try them that dwell upon the 
earth” (Rev. 3:10). Wrote Gib- 
bon: 


“Philadelphia alone has been 
saved by prophecy, or by cour- 
age, At a distance from the sea, 
forgotten by emperors, encom- 
passed on all sides by the Turks, 
her valiant sons defended their 


| religion and freedom above four- 


score years... Among the great 
churches of Asia, Philadelphia is 
still erect, a column in a scene 
of ruins, a pleasing example that 
the paths of honor and safety 
may sometimes be the same.” 


the way you've been doing some things? Maybe you want your 
luggage compartment in the front of your car . 
want to change some other things too. . 
extend to people a Christmas greeting that will last the whole 
. . Maybe you're in the mood to send a greeting that’s | 
‘a little different. We'd like to suggest 


The Angel’s Christmas Message 
By Dr. John R. Rice 


Nineveh, the great capital city 
of Assyria, which once stood on 
‘the Tigris River, is the subject 
of numerous prophecies. Several 
phrases from Nahum the prophet, 
incredible as they might have 
seemed, indicated the fate of this 
‘metropolis, which was sixty miles 
in circumference, surrounded by 
a wall 100 feet high with 1500 
towers, and broad enough for three 
chariots to go abreast upon it. 
| Nahum the prophet wrote: 


Fe Fe 


. . Maybe you | 
. Maybe you want to 


This lovely 32-page booklet will 
eost you a little more than a nice 
Christmas card, but it will be read 
and treasured for its simple, ear- 
nest message and words of sweet 

“comfort. The ministry of angels 
“ and the circumstances surrounding 
the Angel Gabriel’s announcement 
to the shepherds of the birth of 
Christ are considered carefully. 
An ideal message for Christians 
and the unsaved alike, and ‘for 
young and old alike. 

Sparkling white crystallon cover 
with printing in deep bright blue 
ink. A presentation page for your 
personal* greeting and an attrac- 
tive antique-finish envelope are 
provided free with each copy. 
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(oing! 
(oing! 
Yoon tone! 


On December 11 at midnight, 
the present subscription offer 
closes. That time will soon be 
here. We can remind you in only 
one more issue of THE Sworp. Un- 
til then, you may send subscrip- 
tions on this remarkable offer. 
For $5 you get three one-year 
subscriptions plus the beautiful 
Incluswe Bible Dictionary-Concor- 
dance, 270 pages, 117 illustrations, 
15 colored maps, bound in black 
limp leatherette stamped in gold. 
(For Canadian and foreign sub- 
scriptions add 50c per year for 
added postage.) 


December 11 is the editor’s 61st 
birthday. We ask those who love 
the editor and pray for him to 
make his heart happy with a great 
flood of subscriptions, so that he 
may preach the Gospel to many, 
many more thousands. We believe 
it will glorify Christ. The edi- 
tor asks nothing for himself. But 
the time is nearly gone. 


Please fill in names and ad- 
dresses for the subscriptions very 
carefully. Mark renewals plainly 
“renewal.” |Your own subscrip- 
tion may be advanced as many 
years as you like at this special 
low rate, and we will simply add | 
the extra years to your present ex- 
piration date. 

Be sure to say where to send 
the free premium Bible dictionary- 
concordance which you get with 
three subscriptions for $5. 


Address THE SWORD OF THE Lorp, 
214 West Wesley, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois. But hurry! Remember, the 
subscriptions must be mailed and 
postmarked not later than mid- 
night, December 11, to take ad- 
vantage of this offer. This offer 
is going, going, and will soon be 
gone! 


“The gates of the rivers shall 
be opened, and the palace shall be 
dissolved . . Nineveh is of old 
like a pool of water... the fire 
shall devour thy bars ... there 
is no healing of thy bruise.’— 
Nah. 2:6, 8; 3:13, 19. 

During a siege by the Medes 
and Babylonians in 607 B. C., more 
than a hundred years after the 
prophecy was written, a sudden 
rise in the river brought an un- 
paralleled inundation which swept 
away one corner of this great wall 
around the old city. Through these 
river gates the waters rushed in. 
dissolved the palace foundation of 
sun-dried bricks and fulfilled to 
the very letter the ancient pro- 
phecy. The king and his courtiers 
were drunken, as Nahum had said 
they would be. Realizing their 
doom had come, they mounted a 
funeral pyre and died as the fire 
devoured them. Nineveh was never 
built again. Its location was for- 
gotten until ané_e archaeologist 
named Layard identified its ruins 
in the year 1845. 


Jerusalem was made the subject 
of a series of remarkable prophe- 
cies by the Lord in Luke 21. Of the 
magnificent temple of Herod, con- 
structed of immense stones, some 
of which were more than sixty 
feet long, ten feet wide, and eight 
feet high, Christ said, ‘““There shall 
not be left one stone upon an- 
other, that shall not be thrown 
down.” Forty years after He spoke, 
in A. D. 70, the Roman soldiers 
of Titus, in express violation of his 
orders to preserve it, leveled this 
building to the ground. 


A sign was given by the Lord to 
His followers by which they could 
escape the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. He said, “When ye shall 
see Jerusalem compassed with ar- 
mies, then know that the destruc- 
tion thereof is nigh. Then let them 
Which are in Judea flee to the 
mountains.” If ever a message 


'from Christ required implicit be- 
lief in the face of appearances, it 


was this one. Christ’s followers 


were told that the sign to watch 


for was the surrounding of the city 
by hostile armies. It would seem 
that the fulfillment of the prom- 
ised sign would automatically cut 
off any hope for anyone profiting 


by it; but the believers trusted 
their Lord. 

Along came the Roman General 
Cestius, who brought up a great 
army and surrounded the city. 
Then one day, as Josephus tells 


What we have seen written 
about some of. the cities of the 
Bible is duplicated in prophecies 
about nations and individuals; it 


is true prophecy written by inspi- 
ration. It is to be believed and 


us, he withdrew “without any just | trusted. It is not a light thing to 


occasion in the world.” The great | 


historian Schaff wrote: “The 
Christians of Jerusalem, remem- 
bering the Lord’s admonition, for- 
sook the doomed city in good time 
and fled to the town of Pella in 
the Decapolis, beyond the Jordan.” 
Later, Jerusalem was again sur- 
rounded by enemy troops, this 


disregard what God’s Word says 
about the ultimate destiny of those 
who reject God’s offer of salvation 
through the death of His Son on 
the cross in our place. The Bible 
has been found trustworthy wher- 
ever we have been able to apply 


to it the touchstone of science and 
history. It must be believed when 


time under Titus, who utterly de-|it speaks of our future life in 
stroyed the city. Everyone who! misery or in Glory. If we reject 
had believed the word of the Lord its warnings, we shall perish. But 
escaped the dreadful fate of Je- he that believeth “hath everlast- 


rusalem. 


One other detail of Christ’s 
prophecy should not be over- 
looked. “Jerusalem shall be trod- 
den down of the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled” (Luke 21:24). More than 
1900 years have passed since these 
words were uttered, and Gentiles 
have ruled over the city ever 
since, 


Julian the apostate, the Roman 
emperor who tried his best to 
overthrow Christianity, determin- 
ed to prove our Lord’s words 
wrong. With the power of the 
army and the wealth of the empire 
at his disposal, he ordered Jeru- 
salem’s temple rebuilt as the cen- 
ter of a Jewish colony. 

Gibbon, infidel historian though 
he was, recorded the result. “The 
joint efforts of power and enthu- 
Siasm were unsuccessful 7 
Wrote Marcellinus, “Horrible balls 
of fire breaking out hear the foun- 
dation . . . rendered the place in- 
accessible to the scorched and 
blasted workmen, .. . the under- 
taking was abandoned.” Acknowl- 
edged Gibbon, “Such authority 


Should satisfy a believing, and 
must astonish an_ incredulous, 
mind,” for the incident was at- 


tested “by contemporary and re- 
spectable evidence Its pre- 
ternatural character was not dis- 
puted, even by the infidels of the 
day.” 
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had a good time doing her Christmas shopping. She enjoyed 
thinking about what each member of her family liked most, and 
then did her best to get them what they wanted... But in a way 
we feel sorry for her. She didn’t have the chance to give a 
particular gift which is valued very highly by those who receive 
it. Yes, yesterday’s lady would have liked to have given 
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ing life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life.” 


-—THE END— 
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Compiled by Dr. John R. Rice 
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containing some of the choicest gems of 
Christian literature from writers living 
and dead as published in THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. Writers represented in- 
ctude such men as B. H. Carroll, Clinton 
Howard, R. L. Moyer, R. A. Torrey, S. D. 
Gordon, Oswald J. Smith, John R. Rice, 
and others, This 21-chapter volume needs 
to be seen to be appreciated!!! 
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Bound with rich jade-green binding, 
stamped with gold lettering, attractive il- 
lustrated jacket, 352 large pages, photo- 
graph and brief biographical sketch of al- 
most every author. The ideal Christmas 
gift! 
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Book of Treasures at $3.00 per copy, plus 5% for postage 
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they were full of joy. 
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Page Seven 


What Is the Gospel? 


(Continued from page 1) 


ter the angels had gone away! 
They believed the message, and 
You can 
see them on the way now to 
Bethlehem. They said, “Let us go 
and see what has taken place.” 
And what was the message that 
the angels brought to those shep- 
herds? ‘Behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of Da- 
id a Saviour.” 


Now if those shepherds had been 
like a good many people at the 
present time, they would have 
said, “We do not believe it is 
good news. It is all excitement. 
Those angels want to get up a 
revival. They are trying to excite 
us. Don’t believe them!” 


That is what Satan is saying 
now. “Don’t believe that the Gog- 
pel is good news.” Because he 
knows the moment a man believes 
good news, he_just receives it. I 
never saw a man in all my life 
that did not like good news. And 
every man and women that is 
under the power of the Devil does 
not believe the Gospel is good 
news, The moment you are out 
from under his power and in- 
fluence, then you believe it. May 
God grant that the Gospel may 
sink deep into your hearts, and 
that you may believe it and be 
saved! 


“God’s Spell” 

It is the best news that ever 
came to this sin-cursed earth. It 
means “Good spell,” or, in other 
words, “God’s spell.” We are dead 
in trespasses and sins, and God 
wants us to be reconciled: It is 
a Gospel of ‘reconciliation, and 
God is calling from the heights 
of glory, “Oh, men, I am recon- 
ciled; now be ye reconciled!” 


We have glorious news to tell 
you-God is reconciled and be- 
seeches His subjects to be recon- 
ciled. The great apostle says, “We 
beseech you in Christ’s stead, be ye 
reconciled to God.” The moment 
aman believes the Gospel, down 
goes his arm of rebellion, and the 
unequal controversy is over. A 
light from Calvary crosses his 
path, and he can walk in un- 
clouded sunshine, if he will. 
It is the privilege of every man 
and woman in this vast assembly 
from this hour to walk in un- 
clouded sunshine if they will. What 
brought darkness into the world? 
Darkness came because of sin, and 
the man who does not believe the 
Gospel is blinded by the god of 
this world. 


I like the Gospel, because it is 
the very best news I have ever 
heard, The reason I like to preach 
it is that it has done me so 
much good. A man cannot preach 
the Gospel until he believes it 
himself.. He must know it down 
deep in his own heart before he 
can tell it out; and then he tells 
it out but very poorly at the best. 
We are very poor ambassadors 
and messengers; but never mind 
the messenger, take hold of the 
message—that is what you want. 
If a boy brought me good news 
tonight, I would not care about 
the look of the boy; I would not 
care whether he was black or 
white, learned or unlearned. The 
message is what would do me good. 


A Request for Books 


. From India eomes another re- 
quest for- religious and medical 
books, to be placed in the library 
of St.. George’s Mission Hospital, 
sponsored by the St. George’s 
Medical Mission. It comes from the 
honorary medical superintendent 
of the hospital. He asks for reli- 
gious books. medical books, and 
journals in both fields. They need 
not be new but should be in good 
condition, 


Packages should. NOT be sent 
to THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
but directly to Dr. T. K. Thomas, 
St. George’s Mission Hospital, 
Punalur, P.O., Travancore, South 
India. 


THE ADS IN 
THIS ISSUE ? 


-|is not Christ’s death, 


A great many look at the mes- 
senger instead of the message. 
Never mind the messenger! My 
friends, get hold of the message 
tonight. The Gospel is what. saves. 
and what I want now is that you 
may believe the Gospel now. 


Christ Died for Our Sins 


Paul tells in the 15th chapter 
of I Corinthians what the Gospel 
is. He says, “I declare unto you 
the gospel.” And the first thing 
he states in the declaration to 
these Corinthians is this: “Christ 
died for our sins according to the 
scriptures.” That was the old- 
fashioned Gospel. I hope we never 
will get away from it. I don't 
want any thing but that old, old 
story. Some people have itching 
ears for something new. Bear in 
mind there is no new Gospel. 
Christ died for our sins. If He did 
not, how are, we going to get rid 
of them? Would you insult the 
Almighty by offering the fruits of 
this frail body to atone for sin? 
If Christ did not die for our sins 
what is going to become of our 
souls? 


Christ Risen 


Then he goes on to tell that 
Christ was buried, and that Christ 
rose* again. He burst asunder the 
bands of death. Death could not 
hold Him, 

I can imagine, when they laid 
Him in Joseph’s sepulchre, if we 
could have been there, we should 
have seen Death sitting over that 
sepulchre, saying, “I have Him. He 
is my victim. He said He was 
the resurrection and the life. Now 
I have Him in my cold embrace. 
Look at Him! There He is. He has 
had to pay tribute to me. Some 
thought He was never going to die. 
Some thought I would not get 
Him, But He is mine.” 


But look again! The _ glorious 
morning comes, and the Son of 
Man bursts asunder the bands of 
death, and comes out of the sep- 
ulchre. We do not worship a dead 
God, but a Saviour who still lives. 
He rose from the grave! 


Then they saw Him ascend. That 
is what Paul calls the Gospel: 
not only Christ’s death and burial, 
but His ascension into Heaven, He 
went up and took His seat at the 
right hand of God. 

And He will come back again. 
The Gospel consists of five things: 
Christ’s death, burial, resurrec- 
tion, ascension, and coming again; 
for “I will come again,” said He. 
Thanks be to God, He is coming 
back by-and-by! He will come and 
take the kingdom. He will sway 
His scepter from the rivers to the 
ends of the earth. A little while, 
and He shall rule and reign. Let 
us lift up our heads and rejoice 
that the time of our redemption 
draweth near. 5 

Let us get back to the simple 
Gospel—cChrist died for our sins. 
We must know Christ at Calvary 
first, as our Substitute, as our Re- 
deemer; and the moment we ac- 
cept Him as our Saviour and our 
Redeemer, then it is that we be- 
come partakers of the Gospel, The 
moment I believe on the Lord Je- 
sus Christ as my Substitute, as 
my Saviour, that moment I get 
light and peace. 

I know some people say, “Oh, it 
it is Christ’s 
life. Do not be preaching so much 
about the death of Christ; preach 
about His life.” 

My friends, that never will save 
anyone. Paul says, “I declare unto 
you the gospel. Christ died’’—not 
Christ lived—‘“Christ died for our 
sins,” “who his own self bare 
our sins in his own body on the 
tree.”” Now when I accept Christ 
4S my Saviour, as my Substitute, 
then I am justified from all things 
which I could not be by the law 
of Moses. 


Enemies Removed 


The reason I like the Gospel is 
that it has taken out of my path 


the worst enemies I ever had,—- 
death, sin and judgment. 
My mind rolis back twenty 


vears, before I was converted, and 
I think how dark it used to seem 
at times as I thought of the future. 
There was death—what a terrible 
enemy it seemed! I was brought 
up in a httle village in New Eng- 
land. It was the custom there when 
a person was buried to toll out 
the age of the person at the fun- 


THOUSANDS IN, 
BUT NOT ENOUGH 


Thousands of subscriptions have 
come in, and many have paid for 
subscriptions through the Minis- 
ters and Missionary Subscription 
Fund. When this was written, 
November 14, we were far from 
reaching the 40,000 subscriptions 
we ask and expect. We beg you, 
do not wait, but send as many 
subscriptions at once as you can. 
The offer definitely closes at mid- 
night, December 11. We can only 
remind you in one more issue of 
THE Sworp. If we fail, I believe 
it will dishonor God. We ask your 
help in Jesus’ name. Send your 
own renewal for some years in 
advance. Subscribe for the Sun- 
day School teachers in 
church, for your pastor, for 
isterial students, for new 
verts. Give THE Sworp 


min- 
con- 
OF THE 


| Jesus. 


and 
your | 


eaten up with worms. But now 
the grave has lost its terror and 
gloom; I can go and look down 
into the grave and shout over it, 
and cry out, “O grave, where is 
thy victory?” 

And I hear a voice coming up 


from the grave, It is the shout of | 


the Conqueror, of Him who has | 
been down and measured the depth | 
of it, of my Lord and Saviour: 
“Because I live, ye shall live also!” 

Yes, the grave has lost its vic- | 
tory. The grave has no terror to 
the man or woman who is in Christ | 
The Gospel takes that 
enemy out of the way. 


The Second Enemy—Sin 

Again, I thought all my sins | 
would be blazed out before the 
great white throne; that 
Sin committed in childhood 
in secret, every secret thought 
every evil desire, would 
be blazed out before the 
sembled universe; that every- 


thing done in the dark would be 


| brought to 


LorD as a Christmas gift. (We will | 


send cards announcing your 
if you say “Christmas gift 
scriptions.’’) 


gift, 


Send your subscriptions today. 
Mark each renewal subscription 
plainly “renewal.” Give your own 
name and address to receive the 
free Bible dictionary-concordance. 
Address your letter to THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD, 214 West Wesley, 
Wheaton, Illinois. And please hur- 
ry! 


eral. I used to count the strokes of 
the bell. Death never entered that 
village and tore away one of the| 
inhabitants but that I always used | 
to count the tolling of the bell 


tween seventy and eighty, beyond 
the life allotted to man, when man 
seemed living on borrowed time. 
Sometimes it would be clear down 
in the teens, and death would take 
away one of my own age. It used 
to make a solemn impression on 
me. I used to be a great coward. 


When it comes to death, some 
men say, “I do not fear it.” I 
feared it, and felt terribly afraid 


when I thought of the cold hand 
of death feeling for the cords of 
life, and being launched into e- 
ternity, to go to an unknown world 
I used to have terrible thoughts 


'of God; but they are all gone 
now. Death has lost its sting, 
and as I go through the world 
I can shout, when the bell is 
tolling, “O death, where is thy 
sting?” 


And I hear a voice come rolling 
down from Calvary, “Buried in 
the bosom of the Son of God.” 

He robbed death of its sting; 
He took the sting of death into 
His own bosom. If you take a 
wasp and just take the sting out 
of that wasp, you will not be 
afraid of it any more than you 
would of a little fly. The sting 
has been taken out. And you need 
not be afraid of death if you are 
in Christ. Christ died for your sin. 
The penalty, the wages of sin is 
death. Christ received the wages 
on Calvary, and therefore there 
is no condemnation for you. All 
that death can get now is this 
old Adam. Ido not care how quick- 
ly I get rid of it. I will get a bet- 
ter body, a resurrected body, a 
glorified body, a body much bet- 
ter than this. Yes, my friends, 
“to die,” says the apostle, “is 
gain.” If a man is in Christ, let 
death come! 


The Fear of Death 


Suppose death should come steal- 
ing up into this pulpit, and should 
lay his cold, icy hand upon my 
heart, and it should cease to throb: 
I should rise to another world, 
and should be in the presence of 
the King. I should be absent from 
the body, but present with the 
Lord. That is;not bad news, There 
is no use in trying to conceal it 

death is an enemy to a man's 
rest. What a glorious thought then 
to think that when you die you 
will sink into the arms of Je- 
sus, and that He will carry you 
away to yon world of light. A little 
while longer here, a few more 
tears, and then you can gain an 
unbroken rest in yon world of 
light! The Gospel turns that en- 
emy into a friend, and you even 
shout for death. 

Then I used to go and look into 
the cold, silent grave, and I used 
to think of that terrible hour when 
I would have to be laid down in 
the grave, and this body would be 


‘sins are all put away 


sub- | 


place to have sin: 

| back. God never turns back; 
always marches on. 

see your sins if they are behind} 


‘like a 


| 


. . ‘| alter 
Sometimes it would be away up be- | all the 


light. But thanks be 
the Gospel tells me my | 
in Christ! 
love to my sou! God has 


to God, 


Out of 


and could not tell till then wheth- 
er I should have a seat on His right 
hand or on His left. Until I stood 
before the great white throne of 
judgment I thought I could not 
tell whether I should hear the 
voice of God saying, “Depart from 
me, ye cursed,” or whether God 
would say, 
joy of thy Lord.” But the Gos- 
‘pel tells me that question is al- 
ready settled 
condemnation to them that are in 


“Enter thou into the 


“There is now no 


| Christ Jesus.” Listen to this verse 


eee that word “Verily, 


every | 
and 


r say unto you, 
my 


“Verily, verily’”—and when you 
verily” in 


Scripture you may know there is 


| something very important coming; 


be means, 
“Truly, 


“Mark what I tell you,” 
truly”— “Truly, truly, 
He that heareth 
word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath (h-a-t-h, hath] 


everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation 


ac. | nto Judgment 


that means, 
, but is passed from 


death unto life.”’ 


Well, then, I am not coming 


into judgment for sin! The ques- 


‘tion has been settled, because 


| Christ was judged for me, and died 


in my stead, and I go free. Is that 


taken all my sins and cast them | Not good news? 


behind His back. That is a safe 


His back, That is one of His own 
illustrations. 

Not a part of my sins: He takes 
them all out of the way. There 
is no condemnation to him that 
is in Christ Jesus. You may just 
pile up your sins till they rise up 
dark mountain, and then 
'multiply them by ten thousand fo1 
those you cannot think of; and 
you have tried to enumerate 
sins you 
just let me bring one verse 
that mountain will melt 


mitted, 
in, and 
away— 

“The blood of Jesus 
Son cleanseth us from 


What God Cannot Do 


In Ireland a teacher once 
ed a little boy if 
thing that God could not do; the 
little fellow said, “Yes; He can- 
not see mv sins through the blood 
of Christ.” 


That is just what He cannot 
do! The blood covers them. 


his 
sin.” 


Christ 
all 


ask- 


Is it not good news to get 
rid of your sin? You come here 
a sinner, and if you believe the 


Gospel your sins are taken away. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.” You 
shall be justified from all things, 
which you could not be by the law 
of Moses. By believing, or by re- 
ceiving the Gospel, Christ becomes 
yours. Only think, young man, 
you are invited to accept the Gos- 
pel, you are invited to make an ex- 
change—-to get rid of all your sins, 
and to take Christ in the place ol 
them. Is that not wonderful? Whai 
a foolish young man you will be not 
to make the bargain! The Lord 


says, ‘I will take your sins, and give | 
’ 


you Myself in the place of them. 
But a great many say, “No,” and 
just hug sin to their bosom. Mas 
God help you to come, sinner 
tonight, and receive the Lord Je- 
sus Christ as your Way, your 
Truth, and your Life. 


The Third Enemy—Judg ment 


There is another enemy which 
used to haunt me a good deal— 
judgment. I used to think that 
would be a terrible day when I 
should be summoned before God, 


there was any-| 


|ef the Lord—This 


I heard of a man praying that 


behind God’s|he might lay hold of eternal life. 
He\I could not have said amen to 
He will never | that prayer. I laid hold of eternal 


life years ago when I was con- 
verted. What is the gift of God 
if it is not eternal life? And that 
is what God wants to give to ev- 
eryone in this hall tonight, and it 
is the greatest gift that can be 
bestowed on anyone down here in 
this dark world. If an angel came 


straight from the throne of God 
.on to this platform, and proclaim- 
_ed to this assembly that God had 
sent him here to offer to this 
have ever com-| 


audience any one thing they might 


‘ask, that each one should have 
his own petition granted, what 
would be the cry in this audience? 
There would be but one real cry 
coming up from you, and the shout 
would make Heaven ring—‘“‘Eter- 
nal life! eternal life!” Everything 
else would vanish into insignifi- 
cance. 

There is not anything a man 


| values more than his life. Let a 
man worth a million dollars be on 


(Continued on page 8) 
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What Is the Gospel? 
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a wrecked vessel, and if he could 
just save his life for six months 
by giving that million, he would 
give it in an instant. The gift of 
God is eternal life, and is it not 
one of the greatest marvels that 
we have to stand, and plead, and 
pray men to take this gift? May 
God help you to take it now! Do 
not listen to Satan any longer. 
Reach out the hand of faith and 
take it now. Young man, believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved. Trust Him to save 
you now, and then there will be 
no condemnation, Death will have 
lost his sting, the grave and its 


there was a young man who was 
arrested for murder. He was 
brought before the court, tried, 
found guilty, and sentenced to 
death. His friends thought there 
would be no trouble in getting 
a reprieve or pardon. Because the 
governor was a Christian man, 
they thought he would not sign 
the death-warrant. But he signed 
it, 


They called on the governor, 


and begged of him to pardon the 
young man, but he said, “No, the 
law must take its course; the man 


must die.” 
I think the mother of the young 


victory will be safe out of the | man called on the governor and 
way, and the judgment will be) ,jcaded with him, but he stood 
past for you. Believe the Gospel. | fj-m, and said, ‘No, the man must 


Lay hold of eternal life while God 
is offering it to you. Be reconciled 
tonight! Take your stand hard by 
the cross, and you are saved for 
time and eternity, 

I am told that at Rome, if you 
go up a few steps on your hands 
and knees, that is nine years out 
of purgatory. If you take one step 
now you are out of purgatory for 
time and eternity. You used to 
have two steps into glory—out of 
self into Christ, out of Christ into 
glory, But there is a shorter way 
now with only one step—out of 
self into glory, and you are saved. 
May God help you to take the step 
now! Flee, my friends, tonight to 
Calvary, and get under the shadow 
of the cross. 


The Fire on the Prairie 


Out in our western country, in 
the autumn, when men go hunt- 
ing, and there has not been any 
rain for months, sometimes the 
prairie grass catches fire, and 
there comes up a strong wind, and 
the flames just roll along twenty 
feet high over that western desert 
at the rate of thirty or forty miles 
an hour, consuming man and beast. 
When the hunters see it coming, 
what do they do? They know they 
cannot run as fast as the fire can 
run. Not the fleetest horse can es- 
cape from that fire. They just take 
a match and light the grass around 
them, and let the flames sweep 
on, and then they get into the 
burnt district and stand safe. They 
hear the flames roar as they come 
along, they see death coming to- 
wards them; but they do not fear, 
they do not tremble, because the 
fire has swept over the place 
where they are, and there is no 
danger. There is nothing for the 
fire to burn, 


There is one mountain peak that 
the wrath of God has swept over 
—mount Calvary; and the fire 
spent its fury upon the Son of God. 
Take your stand there by the cross, 
and you will be safe for time and 
eternity. Escape for your life! Flee 
to yon mountain; and you will be 
saved this very minute. Oh, may 
God bring you to Calvary under 
the shadow of the cross tonight! 
Then let death and the grave 
come. We will shout, “Glory to 
God in the highest.” We will laugh 
at death, and glory in the grave, 
knowing that we are safe, shelter- 
ed by the precious blood of the 
Lamb. There is no condemnation 
to him that is in Christ Jesus. 


“Now” and “Tomorrow” 

“Now” is one of the words of 
the Bible the Devil is afraid of. 
He says, “Do not be in a hurry; 
there is plenty of time; do not 


be saved now.” He knows the in-|_ 


fluence of that word “now.” “To- 
morrow” is the Devil’s word. The 
Lord’s word is “now.” He says, 
“Come now, and let us reason to- 
gether: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
Scarlet and crimson are two fast 
colors; you cannot get the color 
ouf without destroying the gar- 
ment. God says, “Though your sins 
be as scarlet and crimson, I will 
make them as wool and snow. I 
will do it.” That is the way God 
reasons. He puts the pardon before 
the sinner the first thing. That 
is a queer way of reasoning, but 
God’s thoughts are not our 
thoughts; and so, my friends, if 
you want to be saved, the Lord 
says He will pardon you, 


The Governor in the 
Condemned Cell 
few years ago, when Penn- 
sy had a Christian governor, 


| die.” 


| A few days before the man was 


to be executed, the governor took 
the train to the county where 
the man was imprisoned. He went 


'to the sheriff of the county, and | 


said to him, “I .wish you to take 
me to that man’s cell, and leave 
me alone with him a little while, 
and do not tell him who I am till 
I am gone.” 

The governor went to the prison, 
talked to the young man about 
his soul, and told him that al- 
though he was condemned by man 
to be executed, God would have 
mercy upon him and save him if 
he would accept pardon from God. 
He preached Christ, and told him 
how Christ came to seek and to 
save sinners; and having explain- 
ed as he best knew how the plan 
of salvation, he got down and pray- 
ed, and after praying he shook 
hands with him and bade him fare- 
well. 

Some time after the sheriff pass- 
ed by the condemned man’s cell, 
and he called him to the door of 
the cell, and said, “Who was that 
man that talked and prayed with 
me so kindly?” 

The sheriff said, 
Governor Pollock.” 

The man turned deathly pale, 
and threw up both his hands, and 
said, ‘““‘Was that Governor Pollock? 


“That was 


Was that kind-hearted man the 
governor? Oh, Sheriff, why did 
you not tell me? If I had known 
that was the governor, I would 
have fallen at his feet and asked 
for pardon; I would have pleaded 
for pardon and for my life. Oh, 
sir, the governor has been here, 
and I did not know it.” 


Sinner, I have good news to 
tell you. There is one greater than 
the governor here tonight, and He 
wants to pardon everyone. He does 
not want you to go away condem- 
ned. He wants to bring you from 
under condemnation, to pardon ev- 
ery soul. Will you have the par- 
don, or will you despise the gift 
of God? Will you despise the 
mercy of God? Oh, this night, 
while God is beseeching you to be 
reconciled, let me join with your 
praying mother, with your pray- 
ing father, with your godly min- 
ister, with your Sabbath-School 
teacher, and all your praying 
friends; let me join my voice with 
theirs to plead with you tonight 
to be reconciled! Make up your 
mind now, while I am speaking, 
that you will not cross your thres- 
hold until you are reconciled, and 
there will be joy in Heaven to- 
night over your decision. Oh, may 
God bring hundreds to a decision 
tonight! 


Reconciliation 


An Englishman told me some 
time ago a story which illustrates 
the truth of reconciliation, God is 
reconciled. You must accept what 
He has done. 


The story is this: There was an 
Englishman who had an only son; 
and only sons are often petted, 
humored, and ruined. This boy 
became very headstrong, and very 
often he and his father had trouble. 
One day they had a quarrel, and 
the father was very angry, and 
SO was the son; and the father 
said he wished the boy would 
leave home and never-.ecome back. 
The boy said he would go, and 
would not come into his father’s 
house again till he sent for him. 
The father said he would never 
send for him. 


Well, away went the boy. But 
even though a father gives up a 
boy, a mother does not, You moth- 
fers will understand that, but the 


fathers may not. You know there 


; 
' 


is no love so strong as a mother’s 
love. A great many things may 
separate a man and his wife; a 
great many things may separate 
a father from a son; but there 
is nothing in the wide~-world that 
can ever separate a true mother 
from her child. To be sure, there 
are some mothers that have drunk 
so much liquor that they have 
drunk up all their affection, But 
I am talking about a true mother’ 
and she would not cast off her boy. 

This mother began to write to 
and plead with her son to write 
to his father first, and his father 
would forgive him; but the boy 
said, “I will never go home till 
Father asks me.” 

She pleaded with the father, 
but the father said, “No, I will 
never ask him.” 

At last the mother was brought 
down to her sick bed, brokenheart- 
ed. When she was given up by the 
physicians to die, the husband, 
anxious to gratify her last wish, 
wanted to know if there was any- 
thing he could do for her be- 
fore she died. The mother gave 
him a look; he well knew what it 
meant. Then she said, “Yes, there 
is one thing you can do, you can 
send for my boy. That is the only 
wish on earth you can gratify. 
If you do not pity and love him 
when I am dead and gone, who 
will?” 

“Well,” said the father, “I will 
send word to him that you want 
to see him.” 

“No,” she said, “you know he 
will not come for me. If ever I 
see him you must send for him.” 


At last the father wrote a dis- 
patch in his own name, asking the 
boy to come home. As soon as 
he got the invitation from his fath- 
er, he started off to see his dy- 
ing mother. 


When he opened the door to go 
in, he found his mother dying and 
his father by the bedside. The fath- 
er heard the door open and saw 
the boy, but instead of going to 
meet him he went to another part 
of the room, and refused to speak 
to him, His mother seized his hand 
—how she had longed to press it! 
She kissed him, and then said, 
“Now, my son, just speak to your 
father. You speak first, and it will 
all be over.” 


But the boy said, “No, Mother, 
I will not speak to him until he 
speaks to me.” 


She took her husband’s hand 
in one hand and the boy’s in the 
other, and spent her dying mo- 
ments and strength in trying to 
bring a reconciliation. Just as she 
was expiring, she could not speak, 
so she put the hand of the way- 
ward boy into the hand of the 
father, and passed away. The boy 
looked at his mother, the father 
at his wife; and at last the fath- 
er’s heart broke, and he opened 
his arms and took that boy to his 
bosom, and by that body they were 
reconciled, 


Sinner, that is only a faint type, 
a poor illustration, because God is 
not angry with you. I bring you 
to Calvary’s cross. I ask you -to 
look at the wounds in the hands 
and feet of Jesus, and the wound 
in His side. Gaze upon His five 
wounds! And I ask you, Will you 
not be reconciled? When Jesus left 
Heaven, He came down to the 
manger that He might get hold 
of the vilest sinner and put the 
hand of the wayward prodigal in- 
to that of the Father; and He died 
that you and I might be reconciled. 
If you take my advice, you will 
not go out of this hall tonight 
until you are reconciled. 

Oh, this Gospel of reconciliation! 
Come home tonight! Your Father 
wants you to come. Say as the 
prodigal did of old, “I will arise 
and go to my father,” and there 
will be joy in Heaven! 

(From THE WAY HOME, 122 pages, 6 


of D. L, Moody’s sermons paper cover, 35c. 
Moody Press.) 


Oh, Sinner, Be Reconciled 
to God Today! 


D, L. Moody has been in Heaven 
56 years, but his message is still 
sweet to the heart. Dear sinner, 
will you now hear a word by the 
Editor? You know that you are a 
sinner, Christ died for you. Will 
you now turn from your sin, trust 
Jesus Christ to save your soul and 
be reconciled? Jesus died for you 
and God holds out His arms to 
you. If you will personally take 
Christ as your own Saviour, sur- 
rendering to Him, relying upon 
Him, please say yes in your heart 


and sign the statement below, copy 
it in a letter, and mail it to the 


Raising the Dead 


re 


(Continued from page 1) 


Son of God who saves all who 
trust Him, More is said about the 
plan of salvation in John’s Gos- 
pel than in all three of the Synop- 
tic Gospels together. 

Now strangely enough, all of 
chapter 11 and 11 verses in chap- 
ter 12, a total of 68 verses, are giv- 
en to the death and resurrection 
of Lazarus and their impact! Far 
more attention is given to this 
story than to any other incident 
mentioned in the Gospel of John. 
How strange that more space is 
given to the death and resur- 
rection of Lazarus than to the 
birth of Christ, than to His bap- 
tism, His temptation, His trials, 


or even His crucifixion! Only by 
putting togéther the trials of the 
Lord Jesus before the Sanhedrin 
and before Pilate and the cruci-| 
fixion and burial do we have a 
longer account than is given of. 
the raising of Lazarus. Surely in 
this account there is deep spirit- 
ual meaning for us today. 

The raising of the widow’s son 
at Nain takes only eight verses 
in Luke (Luke 7:11-18), is not 
mentioned in John. So the resur- 


rection of Lazarus is not used pri- 
marily to prove the deity of 
Christ. 

Let us then approach reverently 


a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 
And he that was dead came forth, 
bound hand and foot with grave- 


clothes: and his face was bound ~ 


about with a napkin. Jesus saith 
unto them, Loose him, and let him 
go.”’—John 11 :30-44. 

I believe we will find here the 
following great truths: 

1. Jesus groans, weeps over a 
world dead in trespasses and sins, 

2. Every unconverted man, 
woman, and child is spiritually 
dead, so dead as to be utterly 
helpless, so corrupt that he stinks 


in God's sight. 


3. God waits on men to take 
away the stones before He raises 
dead sinners to life. 

4. Jesus Christ can work the 
miracle of saving the vilest sinner, 
redeeming the most hopeless. 

5. Christians then are held ac- 
countable for loosing new converts 
from the graveclothes of sin. 


I. Jesus Groaning and Weep- 

ing Over a Lost World of 

Sinners Dead in Trespasses 
and in Sins 

In the Scripture quoted above, 

did you note four statements in- 

dicating the deep concern in the 


heart of the Lord Jesus as He 


this wonderful Word of God ty | came to the grave of Lazarus? 
see what lessons God intendeg for | Fitst, “he groaned in the spirit 


; 


us in the death and raising of 
Lazarus. 


The Story in the Scriptures 


“Now Jesus was not yet come 
into the town, but was in that 
place where Martha met him. The | 
Jews then which were with her 
in the hoyse, and comforted her, 
when they saw Mary, that she rose 
up hastily and went out, followed 
her, saying, She goeth unto the 
grave to weep there. Then when 
Mary was come where Jesus was, 
and saw him, she fell down at his 
feet, saying unto him, Lord, if 
thou hadst been here, my brother 
had not died. When Jesus there- 
fore saw her weeping, and the 
Jews also weeping which came 
with her, he groaned in the spirit, 
and was troubled, And said, Where 
have ye laid him? They said unto 
him, Lord, come and see. Jesus 
wept. Then said the Jews, Behold 
how he loved him! And some of 
them said, Could not this man, 
which opened the eyes of the blind, 
have caused that even this man 
should not have died? Jesus there- 
fore again groaning in himself 
cometh to the grave, It was a cave, 
and a stone lay upon it. Jesus 
said, Take ye away the stone. Mar- 
tha, the sister of him that was 
dead, saith unto him, Lord, by 
this time he stinketh: for he hath 
been dead four days. Jesus saith 
unto her, Said I not wnto thee, 
that, if thou wouldest believe, thou 
Shouldest see the glory of God? 
Then they took away the stone 
from the place where the dead was 
laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, 
and said, Father, I thank thee that 


thou hast heard me. And I knew 


that thou hearest me always: but 
because of the people which stand 
by I said it, that they may believe 
that thou hast sent me. And when 
he thus had spoken, he cried with 


Editor. Will you do it today? 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 

214 West Wesley 

Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read D. L. Moody’s great 
sermon on “What Is the Gospel?” 
I realize that I am a sinner. I am 
glad to know that Jesus Christ died 
for me and wants to save me, 
glad that God the Father is not 
angry with any penitent sinner 
who wants forgiveness. I do want 
a new heart, I want my sins for- 
given, I want to be saved. So this 
moment, I turn from my sin in re- 
pentance, and put my trust in Je- 
sus Christ. Today I believe in Him, 
depend upon Him, rely upon Him 
to save my soul. This moment I 
give Him my heart forever! By 
His help I will set out to live 
for Him and to claim Him open- 
ly as my Saviour. Please write 
me a letter of encouragement and 
instruction as to how to live the 
Christian life after trusting Christ. 


(Signed) 
Address 


(vs. 33). Second, “and was trou- 
bled” (vs. 33). Third, “Jesus wept” 
(vs. 35). Fourth, “Jesus therefore 
again groaning in himself cometh 
to the grave” (vs. 38). 

Why this deep distress, these 
groanings, these tears, this trou- 
ble of heart on the part of our 
dear Saviour as He came with 
Mary and Martha to the grave of 
Lazarus? What was in the mind of 
the dear Son of God as He stood 
by that cave and smelled the foul 
odor of the decaying body and lis- 
tened to the sobs of the broken- 
hearted sisters? 

We know that He was not weep- 
ing simply over the loss of Laza- 
rus. In the first place, He de- 
liberately stayed away that Laza- 
rus might die, and He knew ahead 
of time that He would raise Laza- 
rus from the dead. He had said, 
“This sickness is not unto death, 
but for the glory of God, that the 
Son of God might be glorified 
thereby” (John 11:4). He knew 
that in a few minutes He would 
take the hand of His dear friend 
Lazarus and look again into those 
loving eyes and see Lazarus in 
perfect health. Jesus did not weep 
primarily over the loss of Laza- 
rus. 


Perhaps in part Jesus entered 
into the grief of Mary and of Mar- 
tha. He loved them, it is true. But 
He knew that in a few minutes 
they would have their brother 
alive, well, strong, and happy in 
their arms again. So most of Je- 
sus’ tears were not for the grief 
of Mary and of Martha, surely. I 
saw a baby whom I loved weep 
when her mother left the room. 
But I did not weep because I knew 
that in a moment her mother 
would return and the baby would 
be glad again. The tears of Mary 
and Martha do not explain the 
groanings, the troubled heart, the 
tears of the Lord Jesus. 


I think that in part the Lord 
Jesus standing by that grave saw 
all the graves in the world. He 
remembered all the deaths, all the 
sorrows, all the troubles of a sin- 
ning race. It may be that He look- 
ed back and saw the ravages of sin 
through the centuries and wept 
at the grave of Lazarus, really 
standing at the grave of all man- 
kind. 


Jesus may have gone with Eve 
that evening when she frantically 
ran to find Abel. I think that the 
sullen Cain had come in noncom- 
mittal, angry. He who had said to 
God, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
would have not told his mother 
what happened when he rose up 
against Abel and slew him in the 
field. Perhaps Jesus saw Eve run 
frantically to the sheepfold where 
she may have found the sheep not 
put away, the doors not closed. 
Perhaps she ran down the familiar 
paths, into the meadow, and there 
found him. Perhaps the tears of 
Jesus entered into the weeping of 
Eve as she sat on the grass and 
took the cold form of Abel in her 
arms and kissed him and spoke 
to him, and saw the wound on his 
head and cried. For all the sorrows 


(Continued on page 9) 
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(Continued from page 8) 


of death in a sinning race, Jesus 
wept. 

I have no doubt that in His 
mind He followed the _ horrible 
tracks of sin down through human 
history until He saw death claim 
the last sinner, and beyond that 
saw the unsaved dead rise from 
the graves and their spirits come 
from Hell and saw them come to 
be. judged at the white throne 
judgment before Him, the Saviour 
and Judge. He saw these sinners, 
condemned by their records before 
God, sent away to the lake of fire, 
and saw the time when God Him- 
self then would wipe 
tears ‘from the weeping faces of 
saints in Glory (Rev. 20:15; 21:1- 
4}. The dear Lord Jesus knows 
the heartaches and sorrows 
the utter ruin brought to the hu- 
man race because of sin. The 
wages of sin is death. So Jesus 
wept over all the dead of the 
world, wept for all the broken- 
hearted sisters and wives and 
mothers and parents and friends 
who are bereft by death. 

We Christians are commanded 
to “weep with them that weep” 
and to bear one another’s 
dens. It is not strange, then, that 
the Lord Jesus should enter into 
all the sorrows and tears of a poor, 
sinning, dying race. At the grave 
of Lazarus, I think it may be that 
Jesus wept for man’s sorrows. 

But I’m sure that was not all; 


it was not simply for disease and | 


death and sorrow that Jesus wept. 
He wept over a race of people who 
are dead spiritually, dead in tres- 
passes and in sins. The dear Lord 
Jesus. wept here by the grave of 
Lazarus as He wept over Jerusa- 
lem, longing to see her children 


. 


away the 


and | 


bur- | 


said that He would have gathered 
| those Jews as’a hen doth gather 
her chickens under her wing, and 
they would not hear Him, nor heed 
Him, nor trust Him! 

You see, we know ahead of 
time what the one consuming pas- 
sion was in the heart of the Lord 
Jesus all the time. Jesus said. 


“For the Son of man is come to) 
seek and to save that which was | 


lost” (Luke 19:10). We are told. | 
“This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that 


Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners” (I Tim. 1:15). 
Lost sinners were on the mind 
and heart of the Saviour all 
time. If a Jewish woman lost one 


of her string of dowry coins, Jesus | 
that 


thought of a lost soul. If a shep- 


the | 


herd found one sheep missing, Je- | 


sus thought of a poor sinner away 
from God, If a boy was a wastrel 
and prodigal, Jesus saw him typi- 


cal of every lost soul away from | 


the Father’s house. When He saw 
a sower sowing the seed, He 
thought of a soul winner. 
He saw fish in the net, He thought 
of catching men. When the Lord 
Jesus thought of a human birth, 


baptized 


When | 
'_Mount of 


it reminded Him of the passing! 


from death to eternal life of a soul. 
And every sacrifice of the cere- 
monial law pictured blood shed 
for sinners to Him as it did to the 
Father. Oh, then, when Jesus stood 
by the grave of Lazarus His tears 
surely were for lost souls dead in 
trespasses and in sins. 

The dear Lord Jesus could not 
rest His weary muscles after a 
half day’s mountain walk, sitting 
by the well of Samaria, without 
| taking time to win the poor, dis- 
|reputable Samaritan woman to 


| 
' 


needs go through Samaria” (John|into the world to do, the one!fore, in John 11:25, 26 Jesus had 
4:4)! The same Saviour could not} thing He looked forward to on the! said to Martha, “I am the resur- 


die until He stopped to save the | cross when He “for the joy that! 


dying thief. Surely, then, the Lord| was set before him endured the 
Jesus never shed a. tear by the | cross, despising the shame” (Heb. 


grave of Lazarus without weeping | 12:2), 


over sinners. 


the one thing that now 


makes Him and others in the pre-'| 


About unsaved Jews the Apostle | Sence of the angels glad in Hea- 


Paul could say, attested by the 
Holy Spirit, “I have great heavi- 


ven. So we may confidently say 
that at the grave of Lazarus the 


ness and continual sorrow in my | tears of Jesus were for a poor 


heart” (Rom. 9:2) or as the 
American Standard Version says, 
“unceasing pain in my heart.’ Do 
you think the dear Lord Jesus 
who put that holy compassion in 
Paul’s heart was ever without it 
Himself ? 


The doom of sinners haunted 


) 
' 
' 
' 
; 


; 
; 


the Lord Jesus every hour of the’ 


doubt that 
praying 


have no 
Jesus was 


day. I 
what 


was 
about 


'when the disciples heard Him and 
urgency | 


were so moved by His 
they pled, “Lord, 
to pray 


teach us 


”” (Luke 11:1). That! 
burning soul to save sinners creat- | 


race of sinners dead in trespasses 
and sins. As He called Lazarus 
out of the grave, He thought of 
saving souls. When He required 
the friends to take away the stone 
from the door, He thought of the 
obstacles that Christians should 
remove which hinder the salvation 
of sinners. When He thought of 
the graveclothes binding the 
ing Lazarus when he came forth. 
He thought of the habits and ties 
and remnants of the old life from 
which Christians should help new 
converts to tree themselves, 


Oh, shame that we Christians 


ed an urgency of mind that drove | have so little of the compassion ot 


He said, “I have a baptism to be 
with; and how am I] 
straitened till it be accomplished!”’ 
(Luke 12:50). Thus on the glorious 
Transfiguration when 
Moses and Elijah appeared, they 
“spake of his decease which he 
should accomplish at Jerusalem”’ 
(Luke 9:31). I doubt not that, 
when He stooped and wrote in the 
sand that message which is un- 
reported to us, and there stood 
before Him the shamed, adulter- 


ous woman He was urged to stone, 
He wrote something having to do 
with the salvation of poor sinners. 
I know that when Jesus gave a 
parable of a wedding (Matt. 22:1- 
14), of a banquet feast (Luke 14:- 
16-24), or of a fruit-bearing vine 
(John 15), Jesus had in mind soul 
winning. Keeping souls out of 


| Jesus 
|' would go and win thousands! 


Jesus continually toward the cross, | Christ, so few of His tears for 
| 


sinners! Were we only a fraction 
so absorbed in keeping sinners 
out of Hell as was the dear Lord 
Jesus then, and as the dear Lord 
now is, how quickly we 


II. By Raising Dead Lazarus, 
Jesus Pictured That Uncon- 
verted Sinners Are Dead in 
Sins, Corrupt, Can Be Sav- 

ed Only by a Miracle 
of God 
Dead ,Lazarus in the grave pic- 
tures a lost sinner away from God. 

When Christ miraculously called 
Lazarus forth from the grave He 
pictured the miracle of salvation 
from sins, the imparting of new 
life to the spiritually dead. 

We know that this is what 


jieveth 


liv- | 


meant 


Je- 


rection, and the life: he that be- 
in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live: And who- 
soever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die.” 

One who is dead, who believes 
in Christ, shall live. And those who 
live and trust in Christ shall never 
die, that is, never be lost, never 
perish away from God. Jesus was 
discussing the death of Lazarus 
when He said these words. So He 
meant for Lazarus to picture a 
poor, lost sinner, and when He 
called him from the grave He pic- 
tured the salvation of a sinner. 

We know that Jesus knew ahead 
of time about the death of Laza- 
rus. “When Jesus heard that [that 
Lazarus was sick], he said, This 
sickness is not unto death, but for 
the glory of God, that the Son of 
God might be glorified thereby” 
(John 11:4). He stayed away de- 
liberately to let Lazarus die and 
le four days in the grave. He 
for Lazarus to picture a 
poor, corrupt sinner stinking in 
God's sight, dead in trespasses and 
in sins. 

The Bible often pictures a lost 
sinner as dead. God said to Adam 
and Eve in the Garden about the 
sin of taking the forbidden fruit, 
1” in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die” 
(Gen. 2:17). He meant spiritual 
death. The moment they disobeyed, 
they became dead to God, dead in 
their sins. 

In Ephesians 2:1 Paul writes 
by divine inspiration, “And--you 
hath he quickened, who were dead 
in trespasses and sins.” The con- 
| version of a sinner is the quicken- 
| ing of the dead. And every Chris- 
'tlan was once dead in trespasses 
| and In sins. 

He states the same thing again 


saved. How often, how often, He! salvation. That was why “he must 


Hell was the one thing He came 


sus had in mind, because just be- 


(Continued on page 10) 


A B i i ) le : . % | “a < a z : ts ie” ; 
Ma nua l on 5 
the Home 


Comes Christmas, and the demand for 
two great books soars again! Every year 
as Christmas rolls around and gift buying 
begins, Prayer—Asking and Receiving, 
and The Home: Courtship, Marriage and 
Children, become best sellers all over 
again. There’s a reason for it, too. Chris- 
tians know these books will make good 
gifts because they have already read them 
themselves. When one reads a book, weeps 
Over it, rejoices in it, learns from it—then 
his first impulse is to pass it on to loved 
ones who will also be blessed. So that is 
why these two books make such excellent 
gifts, They have already been proved by 
thousands. 165,000 copies of Prayer have 
been printed; 75,000 copies of The Home— 
a remarkable total for religious literature 
of any sort. 


Written by Dr. John R. Rice, these 
books present Bible truths in a startlingly 
simple, pungently clear style. Note these 
features: 


® Based on Scripture—backed up by hun- 
dreds of actual Scripture quotations. 


® Practical—livened and authenticated 
by examples of personal experience 
from Dr. Rice’s own full life and per- 
sonal observation. 


® Scholarly—with the weight of Dr. 
Rice’s learning, his years of experience, 
excellent training and studious mind, 


° Convincing—the ring of conviction and 
authority, of sure knowledge, bulwarks 
every page of his books. 


America’s 
best seller 


on Prayer 


Asking and Receiving 

21 chapters, 328 large pages on every 
phase of prayer—answers to prayer, hin- 
drances to prayer, praying through, pray- 
er and fasting, praying for healing, mira- 
cles in answer to prayer, the sin of pray- 
erlessness, etc. 

Moody Monthly commented: “Do you want 
your faith revived, your courage strengthened, 
your vision clarified, your heart enlarged and 
kindled, and your prayer life lifted to a high 
spiritual plane? Then read this book.’’ 

The late Dr. H, A. Ironside said: “This book, 
on the whole, is one of the most interesting, 


refreshing, and conclusive works on prayer we 
have ever consulted.’’ 


Sturdy blue cloth binding, attractive 
SRI, CRE sat, ieiren toe Paidioeiiaiotnos $3.00 


THE HOME: 
Courtship, Marriage & Children 


This book is creating a sensation! Hun- 
dreds are buying it weekly. Nothing else 
like it in print which so truly shows God’s 
plan for a happy Christian home, Where 
can one find a Christian book on the most 
intimate and pressing problems connected 
with courtship, marriage, mating, birth 
control, divorce, child discipline, family 
worship? Where is a book on these sub- 
jects in delicate and chaste language, yet 
so thoroughly clear, authoritative, and 
scriptural as to be accepted widely as a 
Bible manual on the home, courtship, 
marriage, and children? 

This remarkable book by this greatly 
blessed author and soul winner meets the 
need. Here is a book to be put in the 
hands of every young married couple, yet 
a book to be referred to again and again 
by older parents. At the same time it 
will be devoured with profound but rever- 
ent interest by young people, and none 
can read it without feeling that he has 
entered upon holy ground. It is first of all 
the teaching of the prophet of God who 
wields the Scriptures with power. Second, 
it is the counsel of an experienced and 
widely sought man of God who answered 


CHRISTIDAS FADORITC 


the questions and carried the burdens of 
thousands who have sought his spiritual ad- 
vice, Third, it is the fruitage of 35 years as 
a devoted husband and father in a home 
greatly blessed of God. 
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In a survey conducted by a North Carolina 
book dealer among high school students, 
these results appeared: 

Out of two hundred books, What Js Wrong 
With the Dance’? by John R. Rice, was 
checked by the most pupils as the book 
they would like to read. The Home: Court- 
ship, Marriage and Children was second. 


Ae OT 


‘Every Christian parent who reads this 381- 
page handbook on vital subjects will be thankful 
that Dr. Rice has had the courage, energy, per- 
severance, and grace to write it.’’ 

—Sunday School Times 


Tremendously Popular! 7 editions. Con- 
tains marriage certificate, family record 
and Madonna-like picture of author’s wife 
and baby. A treasured gift. Only $3.00 


Especially for 
Christmas Gjiving 


I LOVE 
CHRISTMAS 


By John R. Rice 
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An ideal gift. Sound, sane, scriptural 
teaching centered around the Person and 
birth of our wonderful Lord. The seven 
stirring sermons in this book are: 

(1) I Love Christmas; (2). The Shep- 
herds’ Christmas; (3) Gifts of the Wise 
Men; (4) No Room for Jesus; (5) Im- 
manuel—‘‘God With Us”; (6) The Virgin- 
Born Saviour: and (7) Wonderful Jesus! 

Dr. Herbert Lockyer, noted Bible teacher 
of Kent, England, says: “The opening chap- 
ter, in which Dr, Rice convincingly arques 
for the recognition of Christmas itself, 1s 
well worth the price of the book. Be sure 
to place this book at the top of the list as 
a gift for a friend as next Christmas comes 
our way.” 

Hard binding, 144 pages ~----- $2.00 


IMMANUEL 
“Cod With Us” 


By John R. Rice 


Moving, heart-warming . teaching and 
preaching about the Lord Jesus, Immanuel 
_—_His birth announced, His incarnation, His 
forgiveness, His return, His coronation, and 
His blessed invitation, Strong Bible teach- 
ing, stirring though exhaustive and schol- 
arly. What tender Christmas messages on 
the message of the angels and Christ's in- 
carnation! What a stirring appeal to the 
unsaved is the last chapter! An ideal gift 
book, especially suitable for devotional 
reading, for Christmas giving. A Sword 
Book Club “book of the month” selection. 


Dr. Bob Jones, Jr.: “Immanuel—‘God 
With Us,’ appeals to me as much or more 
than anything I have ever read from the 
pen of this great man and great preacher 

. Straightforward simplicity, evangelistic 
punch with spiritual sweetness.” 


Beautiful cloth binding and jacket. 157 
IN on coe sn ene $1. 


The Angel’s Christmas Message 
By John R. Rice 


This 32-page beautiful Christmas sermon 
on Luke 2:8-13 costs no more than a nice 
Christmas card which is usually laid aside 
after one reading. This will be read, saved, 
and treasured for its life-changing inspira- 
tion. Book stores will sell hundreds as sub- 
stitutes for greeting cards. 


Sparkling white crystallon cover—snow- 
flakes that will never melt! Printed in 
deep bright blue. Presentation page. Match- 


ing envelope included. Price __-.--~-~ 30c 
7 for $2.00 
20 for $5.00 


Order your supply today for Christmas. 
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in Ephesians 2:5, “Even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened 
us together with Christ, (by grace 
ye are saved).’”’ And in the follow- 
ing verse He says, “And hath 
raised us up together... .” Every 
time a sinner is saved it is like 
one risen from the dead. That is 
what Jesus meant when He said, 
“T am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he 
live” (John 11:25). The physical 
resurrection of the body which 
every Christian will have when 
Jesus comes is like the spiritual 
resurrection of the soul which, in 
a Christian, has already been rais- 
ed from its death in trespasses and 
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PACKS A PUNCH AGAINST SIN! 


As an illustration, note the author’s 
remarks on Matthew 12:33-37: “These 
verses tell what is wrong with the 
whole world. It is the hearts of men. 
Wicked thoughts, wicked words, wick- 
all proceed 
hearts. How can unregenerate, wicked 
men, called by Jesus a ‘generation of 
vipers, poisonous snakes, ‘speak good 


wicked by nature just as a rattlesnake 


culture, reformation will not make a 


The author himself says in his PRE- 


those who have not studied it devoutly 
it thoroughly, and do not 
know the evidence in its favor, or who 
deliberate and wicked .bias 
against God and the truth. 

“Thus I believe all the great funda- 
the Christian faith. The 
Bible is the infallible Word of God. 
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tn sins, raised from its corruption 
and alienation from God and 
spiritual death. 


How beautifully the dead Laza- 


sinner. In the first place, he was 
incontrovertibly dead. Jesus had 
waited in the same place two 
days, intentionally He had not ar- 
|rived until Lazarus had been dead 
four days. Lazarus sick, even des- 
_perately sick, would not fully pic- 
ture a lost sinner. A lost sinner 
is not simply tired or sick or ig- 
norant or frustrated; a lost sinner 
‘is dead in trespasses and in sins. 
A sinner is an alien from God, 
| corrupt, depraved, utterly lost! 
We have about us those whom 
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By Evangelist John R. Rice, Litt.D., D.D. 


PACKS A PUNCH AGAINST MODERNISM! Long a nemesis of modernistic 
the author gives them no rest in this volume. The reader can- 
chapter until he comes to several pages of plain, 
elative to the virgin birth of Christ, followed by 
of refutation of the Revised Standard Version’s translation of 
Isaiah 7:14. At the close of the book readers will find strong, sible 
tural arguments refuting the advocates of a “spiritual resurrection. In be- 
tween these two examples, in other words from cover-to-cover, the author has 
after deadly thrust into the heart of error. It Is small 
wonder that the Standard Publishing Company’s reviewer remarked, “The book 
is valuable and well worth owning because of the valiant presentation by this 
rines like the Virgin Birth (presented at length and 
Lord, His bodily resurrection, and other such vital 
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PACKS A PUNCH FOR PREMILLENNIAL TRUTH! Dr. V. Raymond Ed- 
man, president of Wheaton College, commented on this point: “Without the 
perspective of the premillennial coming of the Lord Jesus Christ many por- 
tions of the Scriptures are difficult, and even impossible, to understand. To 
realize that the Saviour came as ‘that Prophet,’ and after His resurrection 
ascended into Heaven to be our great High Priest; from which place He shail 
come again into this world as King is ‘rightly to divide the Scriptures.’ No 
Bible study is more helpful than that which explains the Bible, portion by 
portion; and that exposition is done excellently in this commentary on the 
Gospel according to Matthew. The text is illuminated, its lessons are made 
personal and emphatic, the understanding of the reader is enlightened, and his 
heart is warmed.” 


Your heart will be especially warmed by the author’s sensible treatment 
of the 24th and 25th chapters of this gospel record. 


PACKS A PUNCH FOR THE HISTORIC DOCTRINES OF THE FAITH! 
Christ is the pre-existent Creator, the 
virgin-born Saviour who died for our 
Sins and rose bodily from the grave 
our justification. Believing 
Bible, I have no trouble in believing 
all the historic Christian faith clear- 
ly taught therein...” 

All the elements that make up good 
Bible study, defense of the faith, clear- 
ness of expression and interesting read- 
ing are found in this volume. 
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A gift for pastor, Sunday School teagher, student, 
friend or loved one is this amazing verse-by-verse 
commentary on the Gospel according to Matthew! 


man good nor a poisonous snake safe. 
You cannot expect good fruit from 
evil trees, good deeds from unregener- 
ate hearts .. 
that does not change the heart is utter- 
ly futile and powerless . .. 

“Notice from this passage the im- 
portance of words. (1) They are the 
clearest indication of the state of the 
heart (vs. 34). (2) Men shall be judged 
for every idle word which they speak 
(vs. 36). This helps us to see the im- 
portance of public profession of faith 
in Christ. Compare verse 37 with Mat- 
thew 10:32-33 and Romans 10:9,10” 


Hard Binding, 


we love. They are dear and pre- 
cious to us and it is hard for us 
to realize that they are poor, con- 
demned, lost sinners, that they are 
dead in trespasses and in sins, 
but they are. 


A woman deeply concerned 
about her husband said to me, “My 
husband is such a good man. He 
is so kind to his family, so faith- 
ful in his obligations. All he needs 
is to join the church.” But I told 
her that she was utterly mis- 
taken. What he needed was to be 
converted, born again, regenerated 
by the miracle-working power of 
God. 


I talked to a girl twelve or thir- 
teen years old who was deeply con- 
cerned about her soul. I began 
with the simple practical truth, 
“You know that you are a sinner 
who needs forgiveness, do you 
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not?” The girl with tears admitted ;can make him acceptable to God 


that she was a sinner. But im- 
mediately her mother interrupted 
and said, “No, Brother Rice, she 
is a good girl. She never does 
anything seriously wrong. She is 
a good girl.” That mother utterly 
failed to see what Jesus is teach- 
ing us here. Lost people are dead 
in their sins. 


When I was a young teacher in 
a country school in the ranch 
country of West Texas, I spoke 
to two godly men, preachers, about 
a teacher friend who taught in an 
adjoining community. I thought 
of his kindness and his friendship, 
so I said to these ministers, 
“Please pray for him. He has such 
a good heart.” 


But one of them very wisely said, 
“No, that is his trouble; it is his 
heart that is wrong.” And so it 
was. So it is with every uncon- 
verted person in the world, every- 
one who has not personally trusted 
Christ for salvation and been rais- 
ed up from the spiritual death. 


But Lazarus was not just barely 
dead. I have seen the doctor feel 
carefully for the tiny pulse that 
showed the heart was still beat- 
ing in one who was desperately ill. 
I have seen anxious loved ones 
place a mirror before the face of 
the tiny baby to see if there was 
breath and even a mist on the 
glass. In one case in Dallas, 
Texas, a woman who was a mem- 
ber of my church suffered a heart 
attack. While some knelt in prayer 
and the family anxiously waited, 
the doctor checked all the signs 


of life, then said, “She is gone!’ 


But in a moment the heart started 
violently beating again, and the 
woman lived for years more to the 
glory of God. But Lazarus was 
not just at the point of death, 
nor just barely dead. He was ut- 
terly, incontrovertibly, even of- 
fensively, dead. 


They came to the grave and 
Jesus asked bystanders to take 
away the stone from the grave 
where the body lay. But “Martha, 
the sister of him that was dead, 
saith unto him, Lord, by this time 
he stinketh: for he hath been dead 
four days” (John 11:39). 

I remember when Dave Moore 
died in the ranch community of 
my boyhood home. A casket was 
shipped in from Wichita Falls, 
thirty miles away. Some relatives 
were delayed in arriving. There 
was no undertaker, no embalmer, 
in our little community. As we 
gathered in the little home for the 
funeral services an overpowering 
stench filled the house from the 
body kept two days without em- 
balming. How truly it must have 
been that the body of Lazarus, 
which lay four days in that cli- 
mate unembalmed, filled the air 
with offensive odor when they 
took the stone away from the 
door of the tomb. Martha was 
right; “by this time he stinketh.” 

But that, too, was planned of 
God. The Saviour wants us to 
know that lost sinners stink in 
the nostrils of God. They are of- 
fensively dead. Lost people are 
“children of wrath” (Eph. 2:3). 
They are sinners by birth and 
sinners by choice. “There is none 
righteous, no, not one: There is 
none that understandeth, there is 
none that seeketh after God. They 
are all gone out of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one” (Rom. 3:10-12). 

Every unregenerate sinner is not 
about to be lost, is not going to 
be condemned. No, “he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of 
God” (John 3:18). And we are 
told, “he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” 
(John 3:36). An unregenerate sin- 
ner is so lost, so depraved, so dead 
to God and righteousness that 
we are told, “So then they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God”’ 
(Rom. 8:8}. Even the ordinary 
round of normal duties which may 
be observed by the unconverted 
man -in making a living, caring 
for his family, are not virtues 
in God’s sight as long as he is 
still an alien, unconverted sinner, 
an unbeliever, outside the fold 
of salvation and rejecting God’s 
mercy. So “the plowing of the 
wicked, is sin” (Prov. 21:4). We 
are told, “God judgeth the right- 
eous, and God is angry with the 
wicked every day” (Ps. 7:11). 

The unconverted sinner is so 
corrupt that he stinks to God. 
Only a miracle of regeneration 


or pleasing to God. God loves sin- 
ners, but their sins are so hate- 
ful to Him that the sinner is 
properly pictured by the decaying, 
offensive body of Lazarus. That 
stinking body is a mass of decay 
and corruption. The flies gather 
on any exposed part and maggots 
begin their work. Even Martha 
who loved Lazarus so well was un- 
willing for the stone to be taken 
away from the cave where he lay 
because “by this time he stinketh.” 

Dear Christian friends, if you 
love lost sinners you do well, for 
Jesus loves them, too. God the 
Father loved them so much that 
He gave His Son to die to save 
sinners. There is no measuring the 
compassionate mercy God has for 
wicked sinners. But we will never 
know how to win men unless we 
realize that they are incontrovert- 
ibly lost, terribly, wickedly, dis- 


|astrously, lost and dead in sins, 


until they be saved by the miracle 
of. regeneration. They must hear : 
the voice of Jesus Christ and come ” 
forth made new within by the ° 
power of God or remain decaying, 
corrupt, dead men, spiritually 
dead, dead to righteousness and 

God and Heaven. : 


Ill. Christians Are Command- 
ed, “Take Ye Away the 
Stone” 


Jesus waited on the work of 
others in the raising of Lazarus. 
Even now Christ waits on men 
before He can get sinners saved. 

It is strange and wonderful that - 
God has planned that we should 
have. a part in the salvation of 
sinners. But God has so planned 
it and God has limited Himself 
to saving people by using human 
means as well as supernatural 
power. Jesus had to work a mira- 
cle to raise dead Lazarus, but He 
would not work it until they took 
away the stone from the cave. 
God must change black hearts and_ 
make them white, but He does not 
do it except as men take sinners 
the Gospel and remove the stones 
from their graves of spiritual 
death. 

We are told “. . . it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to 
save them that believe’ (I Cor. 
1:21). God never saves anybody 
without some human element in- 
volved. “I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ,” Paul said, “for 
it is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek” (Rom. 1:16). God could 
have planned some way to save 
man without the Gospel, but He 
did not. No one is ever saved who 
does not hear the Gospel. God 
waits on men to do His miracle 
of regeneration! 

It is true, the Scripture makes 
clear, that “whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved” (Rom. 10:13). God is 
ready to save all who call upon 
Him in sincere heart. But the fol- 
lowing verses continue: 

“How then shall they call on 
him in whom they have not be- 
lieved? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher? And how 
shall they preach, except they be 
sent? .. .”_—Rom. 10:14, 15. 

There is no way to avoid the 
clear and repeated teaching of the 
Scriptures; God waits on men to 
do His miracle of salvation. 

We are told that when Jesus 
went back to Nazareth where He 
was brought up, that “he did not 
many mighty works there because 
of their unbelief” (Matt. 13:58). 
Men limited God. Men had stones 
before the caves where the spirit- 
ual dead lay, and these stones 
kept back the power of God. God 
has limited Himself in the matter 
of saving people. He lets us have 
the. joy and privilege of helping 
win souls. Man has a work to do 
in saving souls, just as God has. 


There is a widely quoted saying 
that “revivals are not worked up; 
they are prayed down.” But that 
proverb is half true and half false. 
It is true that revivals are prayed 
down; it is impossible to win souls 
without the gracious power of. 
God, the enduement of the Holy 
Spirit upon saints.jand the con- 
viction of the Holy Spirit on sin- 
ners. Revivals are prayed down, 
but it is equally true that revivals 
are worked up. There is no having 
of a gracious revival without 
man’s doing his part, too. There 
must be the preaching of the Gos- 
pel. There must be the contact 
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with sinners. There must be the 
taking away of the stones from 
the cave where the spiritually 
dead lie. If God is to work in 
power, we must remove the hin- 
drances. 

You see, the trouble about the 
spread of the Gospel is not with 
the lost world, but with the 
church, The trouble is not with 
sinners, but with the saints. The 
Saviour looked on the multitude 
and said, “The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the labourers are 
few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest”’ 
(Matt. 9:37, 38). The trouble that 
hinders great revivals and the win- 
ning of thousands is not the har- 
vest. The harvest is white and 
plenteous. The trouble is with the 
laborers. There are so few—that 
is, Spirit-filled, all-out laborers 
who will sow in tears and holy 
compassion and holy sweat—the 
laborers are few. 


The same principle is taught in 
that blessed familiar verse on re- 
vival in II Chronicles 7:14, “If 
my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then 
will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.” When God's people 
seek His face aright in humility 
and earnest pleading, turning from 
their wicked way, then God will 
hear and heal the land. But until 
we pray and plead with humble 
hearts and turn from our sins, 
God cannot give the revival He so 
graciously intends for us to have. 

What are these stones to be 
taken away, these hindrances that 
limit the power of God and the 
working of God’s Holy Spirit? 

Perhaps the first hindrance 
here, as it was at the grave of 
Lazarus, is the sin pf unbelief. 
When Jesus instructed them to 
take away the stone, Martha spoke 
up quickly, saying, “Lord, by this 
time he stinketh: for he hath been 
dead four days”; but Jesus re- 
buked her unbelief. He said, “Said 
I not unto thee, that, if thou 
wouldest believe, thou shouldest 
see the glory of God?” (John 11:- 
39, 40). 


Oh for a faith that would cause 
a Christian to go after lost peo- 
ple and believe that God can raise 
the spiritually dead! After I had 
spoken on soul winning, a woman 
in Spruce Street Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia, came to me with 
tears and said, “Brother Rice, I 
know you’re right, and we ought 
to win souls. But everybody in my 
community is either a Catholic 
or a Jew, so it won’t work in my 
case.”’ But I assured her that Je- 
sus Christ died for Catholics and 
Jews the same as for anybody 
else. She did not believe that God 
would use the same Gospel, the 
Same loving approach and en- 
treaty, the same kind influence of 
a Christian neighbor, to win a 
Catholic or a Jew as He would 
use to win someone else. 


So often I have found that if a 
man is a drunkard, Christians give 
him up. Or the fallen woman liv- 
ing a life of sin is often written 
off all the plans for soul winning. 
What a sin of unbelief that is! 
I thank God that in these thirty- 
five years of revival ministry I 
have seen Titerally multitudes of 
the hardest sinners saved. Hun- 
dreds of drunkards, convicts, 
Catholics, Jews, old gray-headed 
men, members of false cults, those 
given up by their own relatives 
and neighbors, have been wonder- 
fully transformed by the power of 
God. Thank God, the Gospel “is 
the power of God unto salvation 
to EVERY ONE that believeth” 
(Rom. 1:16). 


Men will hardly believe that we 
may spread millions of copies of 
my little booklet, “What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?” in foreign lands 
and hear from literally thousands 
of people who find Christ as Sav- 
iour, at a cost of a few thousand 
dollars. Men will not believe that 
in any community in the world 
where a handful of people are 
brokenhearted over sinners and 
are willing to give themselves 
without stint to prayer and labor 
and entreaty that God will send 
a great revival, but it is true. Men 
will not believe any church that 
sets out to go from house to 
house burdened with prayer and 
tears and entreaty and neighborly 


love, and to follow up with plain, 
straight, Spirit-filled Bible preach- 
ing, can grow a great soul-winning 
church, but it is true. Some father, 
some mother, reads this who does 
not believe that you could go to 
your child, that son or daughter 
so dear, and in a few minutes, per- 
haps, win them to trust Christ 
as Saviour, but it is true in thou- 
sands of cases. Our unbelief keeps 
us from taking away the stone 
from the door of the cave where 
our beloved spiritually dead ones 
lie away from God. 


When the disciples could not 
cast out the devil from the poor, 
afflicted boy who was brought to 
them by his father when Jesus 
was on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion, they asked Jesus, “Why 
could not we cast him out?” Je- 
sus answered, “Because of your 
unbelief” (Matt. 17:19, 20). 


“Take away the stone from the 
door,’ Jesus commands. Perhaps to 
many that means that God wants 
you to do the preliminaries of sav- 
ing sinners before He can work 
His miracles. I have found that 
where we assemble the crowds, 
where we fervently wait on God 
in prayer, where we do the adver- 
tising, the promotion, the visita- 
tion, and do all the human me- 
chanics of revival that we can do; 
then God is not only able but will- 
ing to put the dynamite of God 
into our poor, feeble efforts. 

I know, I know, oh, how cer- 
tainly I know beyond any doubt, 
that men cannot in themselves 
make black hearts white, make 
drunkards sober, make harlots 
pure, make infidels into believers. 
I know that if God’s power be not 
upon us, the voices of men are no 
more than sounding brass and 
tinkling cymbals. I know that all 
the clanking machinery running 
without the oil of the Holy Ghost 
is an offensive human failure be- 
fore God. I know that revivals 
do not come in the wisdom of men 
but in the power of God. Yet God 
has ordained that we should go 
after sinners. We should not pray 
for God to save sinners without us, 
but we should pray for God to use 
us in the saving of sinners. It is 
sinful disobedience for Christians 
to expect God to do the saving 
when we have not done the in- 
viting, to expect God to save sin- 
ners to whom we never preach the 
Gospel. When the Lord Jesus said, 
“Take ye away the stone,” I am 
sure He meant that we should do 
the human part of soul winning, 
then expect Him to do the divine 


part, 


3ut surely also the Lord Jesus 
meant that there are sins in the 
way between us and God to hinder 
His power in many cases. He 
plainly told us in Matthew 5:23, 
24: “Therefore if thou bring thy 
gift to the altar, and there re- 
memberest that thy brother hath 
ought against thee; Leave there 
thy gift before the altar, and go 
thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer 
thy gift.” 

Sometimes it does no good to 
bring God our offerings or our ef- 
forts or our prayers or praises, 
because we are wrong with others. 
“First be reconciled to thy bro- 
ther, and then come and offer thy 
gift,” we are told. If there are 
debts unpaid, if there are wrongs 
unrighted, if there are hindrances 
between us and other men, then 
surely we should take away those 
stones from the door before Christ 
will give the miracle-working com- 
mand, “Come forth.” 

We are plainly told in Psalm 66: 
18, “If I regard iniquity in my 
heart, the Lord will not hear me.” 
Sometimes sin in the heart, un- 
lamented, unconfessed, unforsak- 
en, hinders the power of God and 
brings deadness onto the whole 
church and failure to our best 
efforts. Oh, in Jesus’ dear name, 
Christian reader, forsake that sin 
that grieves God and hinders His 
power! Turn from it with penitent 
tears. Make right the wrong! Cor- 
rect the fault before God, then .ex- 
pect His blessing. 

Surely God intends us to take 
away the stones of hindering sins 
that keep our prayers from being 
acceptable to God and make it 
so He cannot rightly hear us and 
bless us in the saving of souls. 

You see, God is a holy God. 
However much He loves sinners 
and longs to’save them, He cannot 
and He must not put His endorse- 


ment on sin and become a party to 
wickedness by answering our 
prayers while we yet continue in 
sin. 

I do not wonder that the apos- 
tles and others, the whole 120, 
waited in the upper room ten days 
before the power of Pentecost 
came. They fasted and prayed and 
waited for the power of the Holy 
Spirit, it is true. But I wonder if 
they did not also confess and for- 
sake many a fault. Perhaps Thom- 
as wept over the unbelief that had 
cursed his life. Perhaps James and 
John confessed to the other apos- 
tles and to God the overweening 
ambition which had sought for 
them the first places in the king- 
dom of God at Christ’s right hand 
and His left. It may be that with 
many, many tears Simon Peter 
asked God to take away that 
frailty, that weakness that had 
made him a coward and caused 
him to lie and curse and deny the 
Saviour. I say, during their wait- 
ing, surely there was heart-search- 
ing and the abandoning of sin and 
taking away stones that might 
hinder at the grave of the spirit- 
ually dead. So it ought to be with 
us. Dear Christian, you know, or 
if you do not know you can learn, 
what is the stone that blocks off 
the power of God from reaching 
your loved ones. I beg you today 
confess it, forsake it, lament it! 
Take that stone away before you 
sleep tonight! 


IV. Jesus Cried, “Lazarus, 
Come Forth!” 


D. L. Moody said that when Je- 
sus cried, “Lazarus, come forth,” 
He had to make Sure that He used 
Lazarus’ name, or everybody in 
the graves would have come forth. 
At least we know that one blessed 
day “all that are in the graves 
Shall hear his voice, And shall 
come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life: 
and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation” 
(John 5:28, 29). 


Oh, the miracle-working Jesus! 


First of all, we should consider 
that salvation is a miracle. Those 
who talk blandly of growing little 
children into Christian character, 
without the new birth, talk tom- 
myrot. They talk heresy. They 
talk infidelity. They have forgot- 
ten that every unconverted sinner 
is dead in trespasses and in sins. 
There is no use to take that de- 
caying, stinking body of Lazarus 
and dress it in nicer clothes, and 
try to teach it to walk and talk 
and eat and love again. Lazarus 
is dead! “By this time he stink- 
eth.”” Soon the decaying flesh will 
slip from that ghastly, grinning 
skeleton. Lazarus is dead, and 
only the miracle-working voice of 
Jesus Christ can make him alive 
again. And so every poor, unre- 
generate sinner in the world is 
dead in trespasses and in sins. It 
takes a miracle of God to save him. 


I have heard it many, many 
times, heard it till I am sick with 
the unbelief and the alibis and the 
rationalization of  fruitlessness 
which it entails, “It is getting so 
hard to have revival,” and, “It is 
hard to win souls in these dark 
days.” I reply that it is not only 
hard to win souls, it is impossible 
—that is, impossible without a 
miracle of God. It is not only 
“setting hard to win souls,” it 
has always been hard, impossible, 
without the intervention of the 
miracle-working Christ. 


People have forgotten how wick- 
ed are men by nature. And they 
have forgotten how great is the 
power of God to make dead men 
live, to make sinners into saints, 
to make children of wrath into 
children of God! 


Oh, I know the toil of soul win- 
ning. I know the labor of all the 
advertising, the planning, the or- 
ganizing of the great revival. And 
those who have not done it do not 
know ‘the planning, scheming, the 
endless details, the mass of inter- 
locking efforts that go into having 
a great revival. I am not against 
the organization. I am not against 
the advertising. I am not against 
the committees and the meetings 
and the expenses that occur and 
must occur in great revival ef- 
forts. But oh, my heart knows 
that I must cry and plead before 
God and wait with holy concern 
and Wk heart faith for the voice 
of Jesus Christ to speak to the 
dead and bring them forth, after 
we have taken away the stones 
from the door the best we can! 
God has chosen not to save men 


without the work of men. But let 
us always remember He never 
saves men without the superna- 
tural coming of the power of God 
to make the Word live in the 
hearts of men and to bring the 
spiritually dead to life at His call! 

When the angel of the Lord 
came and spoke to Gideon and 
said, “The Lord is with thee, thou 
mighty man of valour,” then Gid- 


eon answered him, “Oh my Lord, 


if the Lord be with us, why then. 


is all this befallen us? and where | 
be all his miracles which our fa-| good time together. But when the 


thers told us of... 


to a farm on an island in the 
Mississippi River and I went along. 
There was business with the farm- 
er, a tough profane man nominal- 
ly a Catholic, yet notoriously op- 
posed to preachers and the Gospel. 
The pastor had spoken to him be- 
fore, gave a discouraging report 
about any chance to reach him. 
But I played with the children 
in the dooryard. I love children 
and that was no burden to me, 
And they soon took me into their 
confidence and we had a happy 


?” (Judg. 6:-| business with the farmer had been 


12, 13). Gideon was right—if God | attended to and I could speak to 
is with us, then where are the him I asked, “How many children 


miracles? 
Soon after God had led me from 


do you have?” 
“Only seven now,” he replied. 


college teaching into the ministry, |I saw that his face was sad. 


I was helping in revival services in 
a country church in Texas. The 


church was backslidden and cold. | 


We went for a week with no evi- 
dence of God’s blessing, no sin- 
ners saved, no backsliders return- 
ing to joy and fellowship. When, 
after a week of failure, my team- 
mate and I met in a little ravine 


| 
| she was the prettiest and the 
smartest of them all!” 


There were only seven now. 


“You mean there was another?” 


I asked. 


Then he told me of the three+ 
year-old baby girl who had drown- 
ed in the Mississippi River. “And 


he said. 


I began to tell him that he could 


and waited on God and he asked | meet the little one again, that 
me what we should do, I said, , She had gone to be with the Lord 
“Let us either close this campaign | 4nd God meant, no doubt, to lead 


or call for a day of fasting and 
prayer. I told God I woufd be glad 
to preach the Gospel, but I did not 
plan on going without the power 
of God. I will not be an evangelist 
with no power. I will not hold 
revival campaigns with no results. 
I will not be a preacher without 
the power of the Holy Ghost at- 
tending my efforts.” So we called 
a day of fasting and prayer, the 
mighty power of God came, and 
twenty three people found Christ 
in one service. 

I believe it is folly and sin for 
anybody to carry on in God’s work 
without a holy anointing of the 
Spirit of God, without the divine 
intervention, without the miracle- 
working power of God. Every 
preacher has a right to say, “I 
will not be a powerless preacher.” 
Every Sunday School teacher, ev- 
ery personal worker has a right 
to expect and to demand, and to 
wait on God until he has, a super- 
natural enduement of power. It 
takes the miracle-working power 
of Christ to raise the spiritually 
dead. But, thank God, we may 
have that power. 


But oh what a difference it 
makes if Jesus is there at the 
grave of Lazarus and if Jesus will 
say, “Lazarus, come forth”! Dr. 
L. R. Scarborough told once to 
his class in evangelism at South- 
western Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Fort Worth, how a son, War- 
ren, when six years old came home 
from Sunday School with unbelief 
about what he had heard. The 
little fellow sitting astride his 
famous father on the bed said, 
“Dad, I don’t believe what they 
told me at Sunday School this 
morning. I don’t believe a man 
could be swallowed by a whale and 
stay alive three days.” 

Dr. Scarborough said he was 
struck with the thought of how 
early unbelief could enter a child- 
ish heart. But he explained, “Well, 
son, if God could make a fish and 
if God could’ make a man, why 
couldn’t God have the fish swallow 
the man and keep the man alive 
three days?” 

The six-year-old responded at 
once, “Oh, well, if you’re going to 
put God in it, I can believe it, too.” 

Thank God, if you put God in 
it, we can believe that drunkards 
and harlots and infidels can be 
saved just as well as little children 
from good homes. 

Do you remember when Paul 
stood before Agrippa in Acts 26 
and told his story of a resurrected 
Christ? He faced the king with 
this classic question, “Why should 
it be thought a thing incredible 
with you, that God should raise 
the dead?” (Acts 26:8). And if 
God raised up Christ from the 
dead, and if Jesus be the God-Man, 
God incarnate, then why would it 
be too hard for the Lord Jesus to 
raise the spiritually dead? Why 
would Catholic or Jew or drunk- 
ard or convict or atheist be too 
much for the voice of Jesus Christ 
to call forth from death! But we 
must believe and take away the 
stone from the cave. Then Christ 
can work the miracle. : 

How often I’ve seen the hand 
of God do what all of us had 
thought was practically impos- 
sible, 

Years ago I was in revival serv- 
ices at Hastings, Minnesota. The 
pastor asked me if I would like 
to go ride through the wintry air 


| 


his heart to faith in Christ and 
salvation so he could meet the 
little girl in Heaven. 

“No, I cannot!” he said. 
“Preacher, you don’t understand. 
There’s no use.” 

When I insisted still that he 
could meet his loved one, he said, 
“But preacher, you don’t under- 
stand; she was not baptized!” 
Then I learned that he had been 
denied the privilege of burying the 
little girl in the Catholic cemetery 
because she had not been sprin- 
kled. He thought the little one was 
doomed to Hell because she had 
not received the rite of the church. 

I turned in the Bible to II 
Samuel 12 and showed him how 
David's baby died and David said, 
“I shall go to him, but he shall 
not return to me” (II Sam. 12:- 
23). That little one had gone to 
be with the Lord, though unbap- 
tized, of course. 

Then I showed him in I Core 
inthians 15:22 that “as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive.” Every baby, of 
course, is born with the taint of 
sin. But Jesus paid for that taint 
and no one ever goes to Hell for 
Adam’s sin or for the inherited 
evil nature. Only as one comes to 
deliberate sin, known sin, is one 
condemned. Each one eventually, 
coming to the years of account- 
ability, does become a deliberate, 
personal sinner but that little 
three-year-old child evidently had 
net, and I showed him that she 
was safe in the arms of Jesus. 

His whole attitude changed. If 
his baby was in Heaven he wanted 
to go. And so with a good many 
tears he saw the Scriptures I 
showed him and together we pray- 
ed and he trusted Christ as his 
Saviour. 

Oh, God has a key that will un- 
lock hard hearts! The voice of 
Jesus Christ can reach people in 
ways that we do not understand or 
foresee. 

In Buffalo, New York, ten years 
ago in a revival campaign in 
Kleinhans Public Music Hall, I 
saw 997 public professions of faith, 
And one of the happiest conver- 
sions was that of a Jewish wome- 
an, saved the first time she ever 
heard the Gospel. This is how God 
worked that miracle. 

We had a giant children’s rally. 
A little Christian girl ten years 
old spoke to a Jewish girl of the 
same age next door and asked 
her to come. “Brother Rice used 


to be a cowboy and he will tell 
us something about cowboys and 
horses and ranches. And he’s going, 
to preach a sermon on ‘A Cure 
for Snakebite.” And Mr. Shufelt 
will teach us some new songs 
and choruses. You must come!” 

So the little Jewish girl ran to 
her mother. “Mother, can I go? 
Everybody’s invited and I want 
to hear Brother Rice and hear 
the singing and go with the other 
children. May I go, Mother?” 

The mother, explained, “Why, 
that is for the Christians, and we 
are Jews. We are not invited. We 
have our own synagogues, and 
they have their churches, and they 
don’t expect us to come,” she 
said. 


But the little girl insisted, “She 
said everybody was “invited. She 


wants me to come, Mother: They—- 


all want me to come.” 
The child was so insistent that 
(Continued on page 12) 


as 


Page Twelve 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, November 30, 1956 


Raising the Dead 


(Continued from page 11) 


the Jewish mother went to the, 
telephone and called her neighbor. | 
Would it be really all right if her | 
little girl would go to the chil- 
dren’s meeting? She did not want 
to offend. She did not want to 
overstep what was good taste and 
what was expected, but the little 
girl was so anxious. Would it be 
all right if she would attend the 
children’s meeting? 
The good — Christian 


the child must come, that it 
would be a delight to have her. 


So the little Jewish girl was | 
. converted 


that afternoon. She 
went home all happiness. She had | 


accepted Jesus as her Saviour 

Her sins. she said, were forgiven. 
7 a) . - | 

And now she said, “Mother, you 


must go tonight. Brother Rice said | 
we must all ask our mothers and 


dads to come. He's going to preach | 
‘When Skeletons Come | 
Closets and When | 


tonight on 
Out of Their 
Chickens Come Home to Roost at 


the Last Judgment,’ so you must 
go!” 
Again the girl was _ insistent. 


The Jewish mother 
ed her neighbor, “My little girl 
insists on my coming. I’ve told 
her that is for Gentiles and not 
for Jews, but she won't believe | 
me. She says that the preacher 
said everybody must come. Do you 
think that it would be all right 
and no one would mind if I should 


come tonight? I just don’t want, 


to grieve my little girl.” 

Of course the Christian woman 
told her that she must come and 
she. the neighbor, would sit be- 
side her, and she would see that 
everybody would welcome her. 


So the Jewish lady came that | 
night. She was tall, beautifully 
gowned, a cultured and lovely 
woman. For the first time in her} 
life she heard the Gospel. She | 
turned to Christ and was saved. 
I see to this day her beautiful 


face with the tears running down 
her cheeks as she came to tell me 
she would take Christ as Saviour. 

Oh, God has 
ways! He knows the way 
hardest hearts. And we sin not to} 
believe Him, not to call upon Him, 
not to expect His miracle-work- 
ing power. 


Lazarus from the grave and into/| 
the arms of Martha and Mary} 
again. Jesus can call the hardened | 
sinner to Christ and rejoice the 
hearts of all who love and pray 
for the sinner. How wonderful it is 
when men take away the stones 


and when Christ brings forth the 
spiritually dead! 


V. Jesus Commanded, “Loose 
Him, and Let Him Go” 
There is a divine principle that 
the Lord Jesus does not save sin- 
ners without human help. Jesus 
would not call Lazarus forth from 
the grave until they took away 


the stone from the cave. The same | 
principle applies here. Jesus could | 


raise Lazarus 
He left others to 
let him go.” 
alive, but he 


dead but 
“loose him, 
The man was 
was bound 


from the 


about 


from head to foot with the wind- | 


ing cloth of the grave. His face 
was covered with a napkin. Unless 
someone= helped him, he could 
not enjoy the abundant life that | 
coursed through his veins. And 
so God wants our help after He 
has saved a soul. We are to take 
away the graveclothes and help 
the new convert to enter into the 
fullness of life. 


A sermon came to my desk the | 


other day by a noble man of God. 
He said, “If we find that some- 
one tells lies, we simply know that 
he has never been saved.” But 
our brother was wrong. Peter lied 
after he was saved. A woman said 
to me, “My husband says he is 
saved, but I know he is not, be- 
cause he still smokes cigarettes.” 
But she was mistaken. Some peo- 
ple are saved who have not quit 
cigarettes. It is true that a Chris- 
tian has a new heart, and it is 
true that a born-again Christian 
has within him a new life that 
longs to put away all the old 
graveclothes of the sinful past. 
But new converts need help on 
these matters. 


Babies are not born as high 
school graduates. And Christians 
are not born as mature Christians 
but as baby Christians. 

Some time ago I playfully said 
to a five-year-old girl, “So that 


woman | 
warmly assured her that of course | 


anxiously call-| 


miracle-working | 
to the) 


Jesus can call the dead | 


| 28:19, 


and | 
now | 


is your baby brother! That little 
‘old baby? Well, you'll have to 
watch mighty carefully these days. 
Doctors and hospitals may put off 
babies on you that are not finish- 
ed. Sometimes they send out ba- 
bies that don’t have any teeth, 
babies that cannot walk, and 
sometimes they have almost no 
hair. If you’ve got that kind of 
baby brother, don’t you think you 
had better send him back to get 
him finished up?” 

| But the little five-year-old girl 
| set out quickly to correct me, 
With:a great deal of emphasis she 
said, “But, Brother Rice, they 
come that way!” And so they do. 


.| Babies come without teeth. They 


cannot walk, they cannot talk, 


they dirty their diapers, they need 
constant care. But they are born, 
‘thank God, they are alive, and 
‘they are precious! And so is every 
newborn child of God! 

I know a church where they had 
in one typical year only four con- 
verts. The members of the church 
make much of a separated life. 
One member of the church told me 
with a great deal of scorn about 

a certain great evangelistic church 
that had some members who had- 
j n't yet quit the movies and some 

others who had not yet given up 
‘cigarettes, But I told him, “You 
can take your choice; if you have 
babies at the house, you'll have 
|diapers on the line. You'll have 
toys on the floor. You'll have pen- 
cil marks on the wallpaper. The 
| home that has no babies may have 
everything spic and span. But ba- 
| bies have to grow and be taught. 
Churches that do not win any con- 
verts have no problems about 
training the young converts. But 
those of us who have had the 


'great joy of winning precious souls 


must remember that there is yet 
work to be done.” Concerning the 
|new convert, Jesus commands us, 
| ‘Loose him, and let him go.” 
That is why just getting the sin- 
| ner saved is not enough. We ought 


to get him baptized. We ought to) 


teach him regular attendance 
some Bible-preaching, soul-win- 
ning chureh. He ought to be en- 
| listed in Bible study, and soul 
' winning, He ought to be taught to 
give up worldly habits and ways 
and companionships. 

So the Great Commission 
us these plain instructions, “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I 
| have commanded you. (Matt. 
20). The new converts must 
| be taught to observe the Great 
Commission themselves, to ob- 
serve what the Lord Jesus has 
taught us to do. We must take the 
graveclothes from the new con- 
verts. 

What patience, what loving su- 
pervision, is required to grow good 
Christians! Jesus washed the dis- 


at 


vives 


ciples’ feet, then He taught them, 
“If I then, your Lord and Master, 
| have washed your feet; ye also 


| ought to wash one another's feet” 
| (John 13:14). We walk in a dusty 
world. God knows how much we 
need the charity, the forgiveness, 
| the forbearance of our Christian 
brethren! And we are exhorted. 
“And be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one an- 
other, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:- 
32). So we should love and forgive 
young Christians as we hope and 
need to be forgiven and as Christ 
| has already covered our sins. So 
we should guide young steps in 
the ways of righteousness and ser- 
vice. 

Please remember the great steps 
iin the raising of Lazarus. 

There was the groaning and 
weeping of Jesus at the. grave, 
mingled with the tears of Martha 
and Mary. 

There was the deadness of Laza- 
rus so that his corrupt body stank. 

There was the plain command 
of Jesus, “Take ye away the 
stone,”’ 


There was the miracle-working 
cry, ‘‘Lazarus, come forth,” and he 
came forth. 


Then Jesus instructed those 
nearby, “Loose him, and let him 
go,” 


May we take to heart these les- 
sons on soul winning intended by 
the Saviour when He raised Laza- 
rus from the dead. 


Our Worst Enemies 


(Continued from page 1) 


except on matters of con- 
viction and fidelity to Christ and 
the Gospel. But we are reconciled 
to the fact that an earnest, good, 
Bible-believing, soul-winning Chris- 
tian who stands up for Christ 
and the Bible will have enemies. 
That does not disturb us. 


But What if Our Friends 
Act as Enemies? 
You see, we are not disturbed 


tion. But if you are a Bible be- 
liever and carelessly neglect to 
renew your own subscription, the 
result is the same ds with the 
Bible denier, the Christ-rejecter 
who hates this blood-bought sal- 
vation, this old-fashioned Gospel 
we preach. 


Neglect, indifference, preoccupa- 
tion, stinginess—-whatever the rea- 
son that you do not send subscrip- 
tions, the effect is the same as 


about the enmity of those who!if you voted against THe Sworp 
hate the Gospel, those who have! OF THE Lorp, against our stand for 


turned their backs on the his- 
toric Christian position, those 
who do not seek to win souls. 
Their lack of understanding of 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD and their 
lack of sympathy with its work 
is understandable. God bless them. 
We would help them if we could. 
God has allowed us to help many, 
and we will try again and again. 
But the enmity of Christ-reject- 
ters and Bible-rejecters, and the 
enemies of the historic Christian 
faith and soul winning are not 
our greatest concern. 


Our worst enemies are some- 
times our friends! It was bad 
enough when Jesus died to have 
the enmity of the Pharisees and 
scribes, the enmity of Herod and 
His accusers. Even the betrayal 
of Judas He had foretold. Judas 
was unconverted. But how it must 
have broken His dear heart when 
Peter denied Him, when the oth- 
er disciples deserted Him and fled! 


How it must have burned in His 
soul, when He was tried before 
the Sanhedrin and there were 


Nicodemus and Joseph, both secret 
disciples who, because of coward- 
ice, kept their lips closed until 
Jesus died! 

If you are’ our friend, then we 
beg you, do not act like an enemy. 
Send in subscriptions during this 
special subscription offer. Renew 
your own subscription, subscribe 
for others, and help us to ad- 
vance in this soul-winning, revival- 
bringing ministry! 

Neglect is just as bad for the 
cause of Christ as open enmity. 
A modernist hates the Gospel pub- 
lished in THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and so will not renew his subscrip- 


— 


the faith, against our soul-win- 
ning efforts. The result in failing 
to spread the Gospel is just the 
same, whether it is because you 
are a modernist, or because you 
are too busy, or because you sim- 
ply postpone it and forget it. 

Are you a friend of Christ? 
Well, that is to be judged, not 
by how you feel, but by how you 
act. “Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you" 
(John 15:14). 


We want the kind of loyalty, 
the kind of friendship, the kind 
of conviction that results in ac- 
tive help for the cause of Christ. 
Will you send subscriptions to- 
day for a number of friends and 


relatives, and renew your own 
subscription? 
REMEMBER! You may send 


three one-year subscriptions for 
only $5 (50c extra per year for 
Canadian and foreign subscrip- 
tions). And for each group of 
three yearly subscriptions, your 
own or others, new or renewal, 
you may have, 
copy of the Bible dictionary-con- 
cordance, 270 pages, 117 illustra- 
tions, 15 colored maps, and many 
other features. We bought 6,000 
copies so we could give you a 
copy free with subscriptions. Why 
don’t you get a number of them 
and give them for Christmas gifts? 

This offer definitely closes at 
midnight, December 11. Please see 
that your letter with subscrip- 


tions enclosed is postmarked not | 


later than midnight, December 11, 
if you want a free copy of the 
concordance-dictionary. December 
11 is the editor’s sixty-first birth- 
day. We will rejoice in your faith- 


fulness and friendship if you will 
help us celebrate by sending sub- 
scriptons to some others at this 
time, 


Remember That 


BOOK SUPPLEMENT 
Printed. in the SWORD on No- 
vember 9 which we suggested you 
keep for future reference? Now is 
the time to take it out and let it 
help you in your Christmas shop- 


ping. 


vy 


absolutely free, a 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


Rates 25c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state’ in wo 
count. Cash to accompany order, No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mers who already have accounts, Copy is 
due three -weeks in advance of publication 
date. 


ABSENTEE CARDS 


FREE catalog, samples, instructions, on 
Sunday School absentee follow-up Ke 
Or trial order, 100 assorted cards $1.25 

Write today. Christian Cards, W ionas 
Lake, Ind. 


NEW! ORIGINAL! 


PILGRIM’S PROGRESS—75 Eastman color 
slides: 3-hour script. *$10.00 per set *Post- 
free *Enclose check/bank draft *Delivery 
2) 17 days *Satisfaction or money back. 

).B.S.F., Inc., Box 2, Karuizawa, Nagano- 
ao Japan. 


OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 


SEW APRONS at home for stores. Eaay, 
profitable home self-employment. Write: 
ADCO, Bastrop, Louisiana. 

$200 MONTHLY POSSIBLE, Sewing 


Babywear! Fast, easy; big demand!’ No 
house selling! Send stamped, self-address- 
ed envelope. Babygay, Warsaw 53, Indiana. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 


$100-$200 MONTHLY POSSIBLE, address- 
ing envelopes, postcards, from mailing lists 
at home. Longhand, typewriter. Detailed 
instructions only 25¢c! W. Economy, Box 
1686, Clearwater, Florida. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
ORGANIZATIONS, GROUPS, CLUBS. We 
have interesting proposition for fund rais- 
ing project. Write J. Eddie Candies, 
Bridgeport, W. Va. 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT! 
Give CHRISTian all-year gifts: MY CHUM 


$3 yearly: or CHRISTIAN PARENT $38 
yearly, for CHRIST-centered homes, Box 
31, Highland, Ill. 


CHRISTMAS SEALS 
Help us distribute Christmas seals that 
honor Jesus Christ and the word of God— 
write at once to Fred MarArthur, Box 
595, Quincy, L[llinois. 
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WHERE TENS OF THOUSANDS “3 caene seneeet FIND. BIG VALUES IN LITTLE SPACE 


MONTANA INSTITUTE OF 
THE BIBLE 
Rt. 1, Box 266 Billings, Montana 


Rural—Biblical—Conservative 
3-Year Standard Courses 


Approved: VA and ETTA 
Know Your Bible—Write Us 
Simon E, Forsberg, President 


5,000 421574" WANTED 
’ WORKERS 

to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture 


calendars, greeting cards, G com- 
mission, Send for free catalog and price 


list. 
George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 


Dept. 5W, Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Lill. 


ADVERTISE 
Your Product or Service in 
“BABY BILLBOARDS” 
Write for rates today 
Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, 


Ill. 


__~ 


20 bright Bible 


“OBJECTALKS — fxs to boys and 


girls illustrated by familiar objects. 


“TALKS ON TEXTS" — 2° oni 


dren "s 
sermons, Illuminated by fascin- 


ating illustrations. 


“PAPER TEARING TALKS" — 


15 gospel talks. Paper is folded then 
torn and the object is unfolded. In- 
— to old and young. Full di- 


rections. : 
*‘Your talks are 


A PASTOR writes: the best I have 
ever used or have been able to find.’ 


‘ 1 use your talks in D.V.B.S. 
ANOTHER says: wien as ior of success.” 


55 talks—a whole year with the Each set $!.00 
Children. Over 100,000 in use. All three $2.00 


HADDON SERVICE, 8%, !6;7 


Conn. 


Questions 
Answered 
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many fundamental churches and 
Christian leaders have encouraged 
pictures of Christ. in the baptis- 
tries, or in stained glass windows, 
etc. And the best minds have a- 
greed that it is not wrong, as long 
as they are not used in worship, 
and hence, one could not possibly 
be accused of a form of idolatry. 

“T am glad to give my opinion 
and I assure you it is likewise 
the opinion of the main Christian 
leaders of this and past centuries.” 


—— 


MOVING SOON? 


To make sure of getting your 
Sworp promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your change of 
address directly to us. 


At least five weeks before change 
takes effect let us know: 


1. Date you're moving 
2. Old Address 
3, New Address 
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